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In Memoriam: Robert W. Frelick, MD, 1920–2016

R
obert W. Frelick, MD, a prominent Delaware physi-
cian whose practice focused on oncology and in-
cluded early work in nuclear medicine, died on

September 1. He received his medical degree as a captain in
the U.S. Army from Yale University (New Haven, CT) in
1944. He completed his internship at New Haven Hospital
(CT), and was then stationed in Germany from 1945 to
1947. On his return, he completed residency programs at
Memorial Wilmington (DE) and at Memorial Sloan–Kettering
(New York, NY). From 1950 to 1982 he maintained a pri-
vate practice in Deerhurst, DE, which included routine
house calls. During the same period, from 1952 to 1970,
he served at the Wilmington Medical Center as the Director
of Nuclear Medicine and as a consultant in medical oncol-
ogy in hospitals in Delaware and New Jersey. From 1982
to 1987, he was at the National Cancer Institute (NCI;
Bethesda, MD), where he was program director of the nation-
wide Association of Community Cancer Centers (ACCC).
He represented NCI as a member of the Commission on
Cancer of the American College of Surgeons. In 1987 he
became Director of Chronic Diseases for the State of Del-
aware and medical director of the South Jersey Regional
Cancer Center. He also served as a surveyor for the Amer-
ican College of Surgeons and traveled the country evaluat-
ing cancer programs at community hospitals. He was a
lecturer, assistant professor, and honorary clinical professor

at the University of Delaware (Wilmington), Temple
University (Philadelphia, PA), and Jefferson Medical
College (Philadelphia, PA). He published hundreds of
articles and commentary in the peer-reviewed litera-
ture. Well into his 90s, he continued to provide med-
ical advice and assistance to family and friends,
volunteered at the Claymont Clinic (DE), and partic-
ipated in grand rounds and medical meetings at Christi-
ana Hospital (Newark, DE) and the Helen F. Graham
Cancer Center (Newark), which he helped to found.

Dr. Frelick was an active participant in numerous
professional groups including the American Medical
Association, the Medical Society of Delaware (presi-
dent, 1980–1981), the American Society of Clinical
Oncology, ACCC (president, 1979–1980, and board
of trustees, 1974–1982), and the American School
Health Association. He served as a volunteer with
CARE Medico in Kabul, Afghanistan, in 1978 and later
served on the CARE Executive Committee from 1986 to
1991. He was also an active community volunteer.

In reporting on his death, the ACCC noted that
“Dr. Frelick worked to expand and improve access to
cancer care and clinical trials, not only in his home state
of Delaware, but throughout the country.” He is survived
by his wife of 72 years and 5 children, 9 grandchildren,
and 5 great-grandchildren.
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