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Sture Lindegren1, Sofia Frost1, Tom Bäck1, Elin Haglund1, Jörgen Elgqvist1, and Holger Jensen2

1Department of Radiation Physics, Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, Gothenburg, Sweden; and 2Cyclotron and PET
Unit, KF-3982, Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, Denmark

211At-labeled tumor-specific antibodies have long been consid-
ered for the treatment of disseminated cancer. However, the lim-
ited availability of the nuclide and the poor efficacy of labeling
procedures at clinical activity levels present major obstacles to
their use. This study evaluated a procedure for the direct astati-
nation of antibodies for the production of clinical activity levels.
Methods: The monoclonal antibody trastuzumab was conju-
gated with the reagent N-succinimidyl-3-(trimethylstannyl)ben-
zoate, and the immunoconjugate was labeled with astatine.
Before astatination of the conjugated antibody, the nuclide was
activated with N-iodosuccinimide. The labeling reaction was
evaluated in terms of reaction time, volume of reaction solvent,
immunoconjugate concentration, and applied activity. The qual-
ity of the astatinated antibodies was determined by in vitro anal-
ysis and biodistribution studies in nude mice. Results: The
reaction proceeded almost instantaneously, and the results indi-
cated a low dependence on immunoconjugate concentration
and applied activity. Radiochemical labeling yields were in the
range of 68%281%, and a specific radioactivity of up to
1 GBq/mg could be achieved. Stability and radiochemical purity
were equal to or better than those attained with a conventional
2-step procedure. Dissociation constants for directly astatinated,
conventionally astatinated, and radioiodinated trastuzumab
were 1.0 6 0.06 (mean 6 SD), 0.44 6 0.06, and 0.29 6 0.02 nM,
respectively. The tissue distribution in non–tumor-bearing nude
mice revealed only minor differences in organ uptake relative to
that obtained with the conventional method. Conclusion: The
direct astatination procedure enables the high-yield production
of astatinated antibodies with radioactivity in the amounts re-
quired for clinical applications.
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Among the isotopes of the heaviest element in the

halogen group, 211At has attracted interest as a prospective
candidate for endoradiotherapeutic applications because
of its physicochemical characteristics (1). Unlike most
commonly medically applied therapeutic radionuclides that
decay through medium- to high-energy b-emission, leading
to low–linear-energy-transfer radiation with particle ranges
of 1–10 mm, 211At decays through a-emission, depositing
high–linear-energy-transfer radiation in a microvolume cor-
responding to a mean a-particle range of ;65 mm. When
bound to a tumor-specific substance, this radiation can be
effective in the destruction of disseminated microtumors,
that is, micrometastases, as has been demonstrated in sev-
eral preclinical studies (2–5). The preclinical work has
resulted in 2 phase I studies, a study of the treatment of
malignant gliomas at Duke University Medical Center,
Durham, NC, and a study of the treatment of ovarian car-
cinomas at Sahlgrenska University Hospital, Gothenburg,
Sweden (6,7). Despite this fact, there are still factors ham-
pering clinical applications. The major obstacle to progres-
sion to the clinical stage is the lack of facilities capable
of producing the nuclide in the amounts required (8,9).
Furthermore, research is still being performed to find ade-
quate procedures for efficient labeling. The problems that
have to be overcome are low labeling yields and chemical
decomposition during labeling (10,11).

The general approach for the production of astatinated

proteins has been the use of bifunctional labeling reagents

that are labeled and subsequently conjugated to the pro-

teins. Several strategies have been adopted for the synthesis

of 211At-labeled intermediate compounds; the common fea-

ture involves the formation of a stable aryl-carbon-astatine

bond (12–15). Much of the pioneering work concerning

astatine labeling techniques has been conducted by Zalutsky

and Narula (16) and Garg et al. (17) with N-succinimidyl-

aryl-alkyl-tin ester derivatives (ATE reagents) for 2-step

labeling and conjugation to proteins. New and interesting

reagents based on boron cage halogen chemistry are under
development for the direct astatination of proteins by
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Wilbur et al. (18,19). However, at present, conjugate
labeling with various forms of aryl-stannyl intermediates
is the principal technique for the astatination of proteins.
The general route for the synthesis of astatinated antibodies
with these intermediates involves 2 radiochemical steps,
that is, labeling and conjugation. In this time-consuming
procedure, the decay of the nuclide and workup losses re-
sult in relatively low radiochemical yields. In addition, the
reaction time contributes to the absorbed dose to the reac-
tion solvent, which may lead to radiolysis at high activity
concentrations, subsequently affecting labeling yields and
the quality of the final product (10,20,21). A direct proce-
dure for the astatination of antibodies would thus be
advantageous over the conventional 2-step procedure.

In this study, a novel route for the synthesis of astatinated
proteins was investigated; in this procedure, the antibody
was conjugated with the reagent N-succinimidyl-3-(trime-
thylstannyl)benzoate (m-MeATE) before astatination. The
astatination procedure was optimized with regard to reac-
tion time, concentration of the antibody conjugate, and ap-
plied activity, and the astatinated antibody produced was
evaluated with regard to radiochemical yield, radiochemical
purity, immunoreactivity, and stability in vitro and in vivo.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

General
The monoclonal antibody trastuzumab (Herceptin; Roche

Pharma AG), specific for human epidermal growth factor ErbB2
(Her2), was obtained from the Swedish Pharmacy, Sahlgrenska
University Hospital. The human tumor cell line SKOV-3 was
obtained from the American Type Culture Collection. No-carrier-
added 125I-NaI was purchased from Perkin-Elmer. 211At was pro-
duced by irradiating stable bismuth, through the 209Bi(a,2n)211At
reaction, at the Cyclotron and PET Unit, Rigshospitalet, Copenha-
gen, Denmark. The irradiated target was transported to the Depart-
ment of Nuclear Medicine, Sahlgrenska University Hospital, where
the astatine was transformed into a chemically useful form by dry
distillation as described previously (22). The reagent m-MeATE was
purchased from Toronto Research Chemicals Inc. All other chem-
icals used in this study were of analytic grade or better.

Radioactivity Measurements
High-activity radioactivity measurements (.100 kBq) were

conducted in an ionization chamber (CRC-15 dose calibrator;
Capintec). Low-activity samples (,10 kBq) were measured with
an NaI(Tl) g-counter (Wizard 1480; Wallac) at dual energy-
window settings of 15–70 keV for 125I and 65–95 keV for
211At. The 2 devices were cross-calibrated for 125I and 211At.

m-MeATE Antibody Conjugation
The reagent m-MeATE was dissolved in chloroform at a

concentration of 130 mmol/mL. A sample of 5 mL was taken
from the stock solution, and the chloroform was evaporated. The
dry residue of the reagent was then redissolved in dimethyl
sulfoxide at a concentration of 25 mmol/mL. Trastuzumab was
prepared in 0.2 M sodium carbonate buffer (pH 8.5) at a concen-
tration of 4 mg/mL. A 5- to 10-fold molar excess of m-MeATE

over the antibody was used in the conjugation. To 0.5–1.0 mL of
the antibody preparation, 5–10 mL of the reagent m-MeATE were
added during vigorous agitation. The conjugation reaction was
allowed to proceed for 30 min during gentle agitation at room
temperature. The e-lysyl-3-(trimethylstannyl)benzamide antibody
conjugate fraction was finally isolated by size exclusion chroma-
tography with an NAP-5 or a PD-10 column (GE Healthcare). The
column was eluted with 0.2 M sodium acetate buffer (pH 5.5).

Direct Procedure for Astatination of Antibody Conjugate
A series of experiments was set up to evaluate the labeling

of the m-MeATE–trastuzumab conjugate, including dependence
on reaction time, antibody conjugate concentration, and applied
activity. Astatine was prepared as a dry residue from a chloroform
preparation after distillation. The astatine state was adjusted for
labeling by reaction of the dry residue with N-iodosuccinimide
(NIS) immediately before labeling with an NIS stock solution at a
concentration of 30 mg/mL in methanol:1% acetic acid.

For the reaction time dependence experiments, 50 mL (100 mg)
of the antibody conjugate in sodium acetate (pH 5.5) were added
to 5 mL (13–17 MBq) of the astatine–NIS preparation. The re-
action time was varied from 10 s to 30 min, and at each reaction
time, a sample of 1–3 MBq was taken from the labeling mixture
for yield determination with an NAP-5 column. The radiochemical
yield was expressed as the activity in the isolated antibody fraction
divided by the initial activity loaded in the column.

For the antibody conjugate concentration experiments, the
immunoconjugate was prepared at a concentration of 2 mg/mL
in sodium acetate buffer (pH 5.5) and then serially diluted in five
1:2 dilutions in the same buffer, resulting in a final concentration
of 0.125 mg/mL. From each dilution, 100 mg of antibody conju-
gate were taken, and each sample was reacted with approximately
10 MBq of the astatine–NIS preparation for 60 s.

The applied activity experiments were based on both the time
and the concentration evaluations. Initial activities of 100–500
MBq were studied. To 10 or 20 mL of the astatine–NIS prepara-
tion, 200–400 mg of the trastuzumab conjugate were added at a
concentration of 2.0 mg/mL. The antibody conjugate was reacted
with astatine for 60 s. A 20-fold molar excess of NIS over
antibody was added at the end of the reaction to iodo-substitute
any remaining stannyl groups on the immunoconjugate. For the
iodination step, 3 mL of NIS at a concentration of 1, 2, or 4 mg/
mL (depending on the initial amount of the immunoconjugate) in
methanol:1% acetic acid were added to the reaction mixture. For
reduction of any unreacted astatine, 5 mL of sodium ascorbate at a
concentration of 10 mmol/mL in water were added immediately
before purification. The antibody fractions from all of the labeling
experiments were finally isolated from unreacted low-molecular-
weight species by passage over an NAP-5 or a PD-10 column with
phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) as the mobile phase. The radio-
chemical labeling yield was expressed as the radioactivity in the
eluted labeled fraction (non-decay corrected) divided by the initial
radioactivity in the reaction mixture. For the evaluation of non-
specific antibody binding, unconjugated trastuzumab was sub-
jected to astatination by the direct procedure as described earlier
for the reaction time dependence experiments at a reaction time of
20 min.

The absorbed doses to the reaction volumes during the reaction
were calculated with basic dosimetry derived from the following
equations. The number of 211At decays (N) is represented as
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N 5
A0

l
ð1 2 e2ltÞ;

where A0 is total radioactivity measured at the start of the reaction
and t is total reaction time. The absorbed dose (D) is represented as

D 5
Eabs

m
5

N · Ea · 1:6 · 10213

m
ðGyÞ;

where Eabs is the energy absorbed in the reaction volume (MeV),
Ea � 6.8 MeV is the mean a-particle energy, and m is the mass of
the reaction solvent (kg). The factor 1.6 · 10213 is the conversion
from megaelectron volts to joules.

Tin Analysis
For the determination of conjugation efficacy, the e-lysyl-3-

(trimethylstannyl)benzamide antibody conjugate was subjected to
tin analysis by inductively coupled plasma–optical emission
spectrometry (ICP-OES) (iCap 6500 Thermo; Fisher Scientific
Inc.). The astatinated antibody was also analyzed with ICP-OES to
determine the content of stannyl residues before and after quench-
ing with NIS after astatination. For preparation of the analysis
products, trastuzumab was conjugated with m-MeATE as de-
scribed earlier. Samples (0.5 mL) of the m-MeATE–trastuzumab
conjugate were treated with equimolar NIS or a 20-fold molar
excess of NIS for 1–2 min. The iodinated products were isolated
by gel filtration with an NAP-5 column and PBS as the mobile
phase. The initial amount of m-MeATE was used as the tin
standard. After tin analysis, the conjugation yield and the degree
of quenching were determined from the tin quotient as the
ratio of m-MeATE–trastuzumab to m-MeATE and the ratio of
iodinated trastuzumab to m-MeATE.

Conventional 2-Step Procedure for Astatination of
Antibody

Conventionally astatinated trastuzumab was prepared as previ-
ously described (23). In brief, to a dry residue of astatine (20–50
MBq), 0.75 nmol of NIS and 1 nmol of m-MeATE in metha-
nol:1% acetic acid were added. The reaction was allowed to
proceed for 20 min during gentle agitation at room temperature.
The organic solvent was evaporated, and 200 mg of antibody in 0.2
M carbonate buffer were added to the crude labeling mixture.
After 30 min of conjugation, the reaction was quenched by the
addition of 50 nmol of sodium ascorbate, and the antibody fraction
was isolated by gel filtration with an NAP-5 column. Schemes
showing the direct procedure and the conventional 2-step proce-
dure are shown in Figure 1.

Radioiodination of Antibody
Conjugate iodination of trastuzumab was conducted in essen-

tially the same manner as conventional astatination, except that
N-bromosuccinimide was used as the oxidizing agent.

In Vitro Quality Control
Radiochemical Purity. The radiochemical purity of the astati-

nated and iodinated immunoconjugates was determined by meth-
anol precipitation and size exclusion chromatography. Methanol
precipitation was performed in triplicate. To 3-mL Ellerman tubes,
100 mL of 1% bovine serum albumin in PBS, 1- to 2-kBq samples

of the radioactive products, and 500 mL of methanol were added.
After 5 min, the total radioactive content of the tubes was
measured with the g-counter. The tubes were centrifuged, and
protein-bound radioactivity in the pellet was measured. The
radiochemical purity was calculated as the protein-bound activity
divided by the total applied activity.

Size exclusion fast protein liquid chromatography (FPLC) was
conducted with a Superdex-200 column and an Äkta-FPLC
delivery system (GE Healthcare Bio-Sciences AB). Aliquots of
the radioactive products containing ;200 kBq were analyzed. The
column was eluted with PBS at a flow rate of 0.5 mL/min.
Fractions were collected, and radiochemical purity was deter-
mined as the eluted protein-bound activity divided by the activity
injected into the system. Chromatograms are shown in Supple-
mental Figure 1 (supplemental materials are available online only
at http://jnm.snmjournals.org).

Immunoreactivity and Affinity. The biologic function of the
antibodies after labeling was investigated by binding to SKOV-3
cells as described by Lindmo et al. (24). For determination of the
immunoreactive fraction, a single-cell suspension of SKOV-3 cells
was prepared at a concentration of 5 · 106 cells per milliliter. The
cells were serially diluted 1:2, and a constant amount (20 ng) of
labeled antibodies was added to each dilution. The antibodies
were allowed to react with the cells for 3 h at room temperature
during gentle agitation. After incubation and repeated washing,
the bound fraction in each dilution was determined by measur-
ing the activity in the cells. Double inverse plots were derived
from the data, and the immunoreactive fraction was calculated.
Nonspecific binding of astatinated trastuzumab was examined by
saturating the antigens on the SKOV-3 cells with an excess of
trastuzumab.

For determination of the dissociation constant (Kd), the labeled
antibodies (211At-trastuzumab [direct labeling or 2-step labeling]
or 125I-trastuzumab [2-step labeling]) were serially diluted (1:2)
from 4 to 0.0625 mg/mL in culture medium. From each dilution,
40 mL were taken and added to 5 · 104 SKOV-3 cells (5 · 105

cells per mL). The antibodies were allowed to react with the cells
for 3 h at room temperature during gentle agitation. The total
applied activity in the tubes was measured, the cells were washed,
and bound radioactivity was counted. Saturation curves were
derived from the data, and the apparent Kd values were calculated.

Serum Stability. For determination of the in vitro stability of
astatinated trastuzumab, triplicate samples of approximately 15
MBq of the astatinated antibody were incubated for 48 h at 37�C
in freshly prepared human serum. At 1, 3, 6, 24, and 48 h, aliquots
were taken from the serum mixture, and the antibody-bound
astatine fraction was determined at each time by methanol
precipitation. At 1 and 24 h, the bound fraction was also deter-
mined by size exclusion chromatography with the FPLC system.

Animal Study
The tissue distribution of astatinated trastuzumab was evaluated

in non–tumor-bearing female BALB/C nu/nu mice (Charles River
Laboratories International Inc.) at 4–6 wk of age. The mice were
housed at 22�C with access to food and water ad libitum. Twenty
mice were coinjected intravenously through the tail vein with 500
kBq of 211At-trastuzumab (labeled by the direct procedure) and 80
kBq of 125I-trastuzumab. Groups of 4 mice were sacrificed 1, 3, 6,
11, and 24 h after injection. At each time point, whole blood was
collected by cardiac puncture, and tissues (neck, salivary glands,
heart, lungs, liver, stomach, small intestine, large intestine, kid-
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neys, spleen, and muscle) were excised. The tissues were weighed,
and 125I and 211At activities were simultaneously measured in the
g-counter with a dual-window setting. Measurements were ob-
tained from the tissue samples within 12 h after dissection to
determine the 211At counts and then 4 d later (after the decay of
211At) to determine the 125I counts. The data were individually
corrected for the spillover (,10%) of 125I into the 211At window
and for radioactive decay. Results were expressed as the percent-
age of injected activity per gram of organ (%IA/g). Convention-
ally astatinated trastuzumab and iodinated trastuzumab were
coinjected into another 20 mice, which were evaluated in the
same manner.

RESULTS

m-MeATE Antibody Conjugation

The efficiency of binding of the reagent m-MeATE to the
antibody was 70%280%, as determined by tin quantifica-
tion with ICP-OES analysis, corresponding to an average
ratio of m-MeATE to antibody of ;6:1. The stannyl res-
idues remaining after astatination were efficiently quenched
by iododestannylation with an excess of NIS after astati-
nation. After labeling, approximately 80% of the stannyl
residues remained on the antibody conjugate, and after NIS
quenching, only ;5% of the stannyl residues originally
present on the antibody conjugate could be detected.

Radiolabeling

The labeling of the antibody conjugate was first studied
by evaluation of the reaction kinetics, starting with reaction
times from 5 to 30 min. The results showed no reaction
time dependence in that interval, indicating that the reac-
tion was completed within 5 min of reaction time. Next,
shorter reaction times, that is, 10, 30, 60, and 120 s, were
studied. Still no reaction time dependence was seen, indi-
cating that the reaction was completed almost instanta-
neously. Radiochemical yields in the range of 85%289%
were obtained.

In the second study, the effect of the antibody conjugate
concentration on the radiochemical labeling yield was
investigated. The results showed little dependence on the
immunoconjugate concentration. Even at a concentration of

0.125 mg/mL, the reaction was completed in less than
1 min, with a radiochemical labeling yield exceeding 70%.

Scaling of the chemistry to high activity levels, 100–500
MBq, showed that a high yield could be maintained. Activ-
ities of up to 500 MBq of 211At after irradiation, shipping,
isolation, and workup were used for labeling, and products
containing up to 400 MBq were obtained. The specific
radioactivity of the high-activity astatinated trastuzumab
was in the range of 0.34–1.0 GBq/mg. Because of the rapid
reaction kinetics, the absorbed dose to the reaction volume
was limited. When volumes in the range of 100–200 mL were
used in the high-activity experiments, the absorbed doses
were in the range of 130–400 Gy. Table 1 presents a
summary of the synthesis and yield of 211At-trastuzumab
by means of the direct procedure, including results of the
studies of reaction time, concentration, and applied activity.

Results from the nonspecific labeling of unconjugated
antibody indicated that approximately 30% of the initial
211At activity added to the reaction was apparently bound to
the antibody.

Radiochemical Purity and Stability

The radiochemical purity of the directly labeled trastu-
zumab immunoconjugate was always above 97% after
labeling and purification, as determined by methanol pre-
cipitation and FPLC analysis. However, after the labeling
of unconjugated trastuzumab, only 10% of the activity was
precipitated with the protein fraction.

Studies of in vitro stability in human serum showed that
the directly astatinated trastuzumab immunoconjugate was
stable, with a decrease in the radiochemical purity of only a
few percentage points over the 48-h incubation time. More
than 95% of the astatine was still associated with the anti-
body fraction after 24 h, as determined by size exclusion
chromatography.

Immunoreactivity and Affinity

The immunoreactivity and the Kd values of directly
astatinated trastuzumab were investigated along with those
of conventionally astatinated and iodinated trastuzumab.
The immunoreactive fractions (Kd values, mean 6 SD) for

FIGURE 1. (A) Direct procedure. Con-
jugation of antibody (R-Lys-NH2) with
m-MeATE and labeling of conjugated
antibody. (B) Conventional procedure.
Labeling of m-MeATE followed by conju-
gation of labeled reagent to antibody
(R-Lys-NH2). SAB 5 N-succinimidyl 3-
astatobenzoate.
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trastuzumab astatinated by the direct procedure, trastuzu-
mab astatinated by the 2-step procedure, and iodinated
trastuzumab were 73%287% (1.0 6 0.06 nM), 75%285%
(0.44 6 0.06 nM), and 75%289% (0.29 6 0.02 nM),
respectively. Saturation curves are shown in Supplemental
Figure 2. The nonspecific binding of the directly astatinated
immunoconjugate was less than 1%, as determined by
incubation with SKOV-3 cells saturated with an excess of
unlabeled trastuzumab.

Biodistribution

A comparison of the tissue uptake in non–tumor-bearing
nude mice of trastuzumab labeled by the direct procedure
and trastuzumab labeled by the conventional 2-step proce-
dure is shown in Figure 2. The results showed very similar
distributions over the time period studied; however, small but
significantly (P , 0.05) higher levels of uptake of conven-
tionally produced 211At-trastuzumab were observed in sev-
eral tissues. For example, at 6 h after injection, the uptake of
211At-trastuzumab produced by the 2-step procedure was
higher than that of 211At-trastuzumab produced by the direct
procedure in most of the organs studied. The tissue distri-
butions of astatinated trastuzumab and iodinated trastuzumab
(reference) are shown in Table 2 (direct astatination) and
Table 3 (2-step astatination). The 211At/125I ratios in the

tissues after the distribution of trastuzumab were well cor-
related, except for the uptake in the stomach. After 3 h, the
uptake of astatine in the stomach was higher than that of
iodine, reaching approximately twice the uptake of iodine at
6 h. The uptake of astatine in the thyroid was also higher
than that of iodine, and there was an indication of higher
uptake in the salivary glands. The higher uptake of astatine
than of iodine was confirmed in both mouse studies, and a
comparison of the 211At/125I tissue distribution ratios for
trastuzumab indicated very similar distributions regardless
of the astatination method used.

DISCUSSION

One of the major challenges in the treatment of cancer is
the elimination of occult disseminated cancer cells. Tumors
recurring after primary curative treatment generally origi-
nate from invasive malignant cells (metastases), and adju-
vant treatment is required to prevent or delay clinical tumor
progress. For this purpose, a-particle emitters and carrier
substances such as tumor-specific monoclonal antibodies
have gained increasing interest for use in endoradiotherapy
in patients with minimal residual disease (25,26). Among
the a-particle emitters available, 211At appears to fit most
of the requirements for such treatment (27). The main nuclear
reaction used for 211At production is the 209Bi(a,2n)211At

TABLE 1
Synthesis and Yields of 211At-Trastuzumab

Experiment*

Initial 211At

activity (MBq) NIS (mg/mL)

Immunoconjugate

(mg/mL)

Reaction

time

(min)

Quenchingy

NIS (mg/mL)

Radiochemical

yieldz (%)

Radiochemical

labeling yield§

(%)

A 13.3 0.2/5 100/50 0.2 87
0.5 87

1 87

2 89

B 17.2 0.2/5 100/50 5 3/3 85
10 86

15 86

20 86

30 87
Ck 12.3 6 2 0.2/5 100/50 68 6 2

8.1 6 0.7 0.4/10 100/100 71 6 5

9.2 6 0.05 0.4/10 100/200 1 3/3 69 6 3
9.3 6 0.74 0.4/10 100/400 70 6 5

10.0 6 0.16 0.4/10 100/800 71 6 1

Dk 98 6 2.6 0.4/10 200/100 6/3 71 6 3

220 0.4/10 200/100 1 6/3 73
316 0.8/20 400/200 12/3 78

498 0.8/20 400/200 12/3 81

*Experiments A and B: reaction time; experiment C: dependence on immunoconjugate concentration; and experiment D: dependence on

initial 211At activity.
yQuenching time for residual stannyl groups in all experiments was 1 min.
zRadiochemical yield is expressed as activity eluted with antibody fraction from NAP-5 column divided by aliquot of initial activity loaded

in column.
§Radiochemical labeling yield is expressed as activity eluted with antibody fraction from NAP-5 or PD-10 column divided by initial 211At

activity added to reaction.
kIn experiments C and D, mean 6 SD values were obtained from 3 or 4 labeling reactions.
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reaction, which requires a medium-energy cyclotron for
a-particle acceleration (28,29). Unfortunately, few cyclo-
tron facilities have the means to produce 211At, and the capa-
city at each facility is limited. Because of these limitations

on production, high demands must be placed on distillation
and workup yields after irradiation as well as on the ef-
ficiency of subsequent chemical procedures if the nuclide is
to be used for clinical applications.

FIGURE 2. Tissue distribution of 211At after injection of 211At-trastuzumab labeled by direct procedure (h) and by conventional
2-step procedure (F). Results are given as mean 6 SD %IA/g. *Statistically significant difference (P , 0.05), as determined
by Student t test.

TABLE 2
Tissue Distribution Ratios After Coinjection in Mice of 211At-Trastuzumab Labeled by Direct Procedure

and 125I-Trastuzumab Labeled by Conventional Procedure

Tissue distribution ratio* at:

Tissue 1 h 3 h 6 h 11 h 24 h

Blood 0.98 6 0.04 0.97 6 0.02 0.96 6 0.03 0.94 6 0.02 0.89 6 0.02

Neck 1.10 6 0.04 1.18 6 0.05 1.50 6 0.15 1.15 6 0.13 1.44 6 0.21

Salivary gland 1.17 6 0.04 1.29 6 0.05 1.30 6 0.03 1.25 6 0.12 1.28 6 0.13
Heart 1.06 6 0.04 1.08 6 0.03 1.06 6 0.02 0.99 6 0.02 0.97 6 0.02

Lung 1.11 6 0.05 1.14 6 0.02 1.19 6 0.06 1.09 6 0.05 1.03 6 0.08

Liver 1.03 6 0.03 0.90 6 0.09 0.95 6 0.04 0.92 6 0.08 0.78 6 0.05

Stomach 1.29 6 0.08 1.72 6 0.07 2.36 6 0.30 2.84 6 0.66 1.88 6 0.52
Small intestine 1.05 6 0.05 1.03 6 0.03 1.09 6 0.06 1.03 6 0.02 0.93 6 0.09

Large intestine 1.06 6 0.08 1.09 6 0.02 1.13 6 0.05 0.93 6 0.03 0.93 6 0.03

Kidney 1.00 6 0.05 1.07 6 0.01 1.09 6 0.02 1.04 6 0.01 0.98 6 0.03
Muscle 1.05 6 0.02 1.09 6 0.02 1.09 6 0.03 0.89 6 0.08 0.87 6 0.05

Spleen 1.03 6 0.10 1.02 6 0.11 1.13 6 0.12 1.02 6 0.06 0.83 6 0.06

*Results are given as mean 6 SD (%IA/g for 211At/%IA/g for 125I) for 4 animals at each time point.
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The main focus of the present study was improvement in
labeling yields. For this purpose, a direct radiochemical
reaction of antibody conjugates was studied. The antibodies
were conjugated with the bifunctional labeling reagent
m-MeATE before labeling, allowing direct astatination.
The stannyl ester reacted with the primary amines, mainly
the e-lysine amines, on the antibody, resulting in an e-lysyl-
3-(trimethylstannyl)benzamide residue (Fig. 1A).

To our knowledge, this is the first study in which aryl-
stannyl immunoconjugates have been used for astatine
labeling. In all other reports concerning the astatination
of antibodies with aryl-stannyl esters, the radiochemistry
has been performed in 2 steps, that is, labeling of the
reagent followed by conjugation to the antibody. The main
reason for this strategy is that in addition to the reaction
with the conjugate residue, astatine may bind with low
stability directly to the protein, resulting in a product of
poor quality. The latter result was confirmed in the present
study by the direct labeling of unconjugated trastuzumab.
The product was very labile, with less than 10% of the
211At stably attached to the antibody. A mechanism for the
direct interaction of astatine with proteins has been pro-
posed by Visser et al.; in this mechanism, astatine (unlike
iodine, which mainly binds to tyrosyl residues) undergoes
an electrophilic reaction with unsubstituted thiols on the
protein (30). Another reason for not conjugating the anti-
body with the stannyl ester before labeling is that unreacted
tin groups may be present on the protein after astatination,
and these could contribute to toxicity in an in vivo appli-
cation (31). However, contrary to these expected problems,
the astatinated antibodies produced in the present study by
direct astatination of preconjugated antibodies were of
excellent quality. Before labeling of the antibody conjugate,
NIS was used as the oxidizing agent to activate astatine.
The resulting intermediate electrophilic species, after the

oxidizing process in the reaction solvent, is probably the
dihalide 211AtI or the polyhalide anion 211AtI2

2 (32). In
addition to the electrophilic astatine, the triiodide anion
(I3

2) is also produced by NIS, as indicated by the yellow–
brown color that gradually appeared in the NIS–methanol
solvent. The triiodide anion has been shown to be a good
electrophile (32) and, like activated astatine, will readily
substitute for the stannyl groups on the protein (Supple-
mental Figure 3 and nuclear magnetic resonance data). This
feature was taken advantage of in quenching most of the
remaining unsubstituted tin groups on the antibody after
the labeling reaction. However, it should be noted that the
tyrosyl residues of the protein may also be subjected to
iodination by the triiodide anion.

Compared with the conventional procedure, which gen-
erally gives overall radiochemical yields of approximately
30%260% in a preparation time of 60 min, the direct
astatination reaction proceeds almost instantaneously, with
radiochemical yields in the range of 60%280%. A reason-
able explanation for the high yields and rapid reaction
kinetics in the astatination of aryl-stannyl immunoconju-
gates is that the e-lysyl-3-(trimethylstannyl)benzamide res-
idues are hydrophobic and are therefore extremely exposed
to the electrophilic substitution reaction, that is, astatina-
tion, in the protein buffer solvent. As long as these residues
are in excess, they will probably be the main target for
astatine. The use of NIS as an oxidant probably also con-
tributes to the convenient chemistry in the sense that it
rapidly forms the interhalogen 211AtI or 211AtI2

2 with
liberated iodine in the NIS–methanol solvent; 211AtI and/or
211AtI2

2 can subsequently act as a good electrophile in the
destannylation reaction.

The major obstacle in the production of high-activity
levels of astatine-labeled antibodies by the conventional
labeling technique is radiolysis in the reaction volume,

TABLE 3
Tissue Distribution Ratios After Coinjection in Mice of 211At-Trastuzumab and 125I-Trastuzumab Labeled by

Conventional Procedure

Tissue distribution ratio* at:

Tissue 1 h 3 h 6 h 11 h 24 h

Blood 0.92 6 0.02 0.91 6 0.01 0.98 6 0.04 1.01 6 0.02 0.96 6 0.02

Neck 1.03 6 0.03 1.11 6 0.08 1.40 6 0.12 1.13 6 0.07 1.48 6 0.15
Salivary gland 1.14 6 0.10 1.15 6 0.11 1.28 6 0.04 1.16 6 0.07 1.18 6 0.05

Heart 0.99 6 0.01 0.98 6 0.09 1.03 6 0.04 1.02 6 0.03 0.98 6 0.03

Lung 1.03 6 0.01 1.04 6 0.03 1.11 6 0.04 1.12 6 0.05 1.06 6 0.05

Liver 0.87 6 0.03 0.87 6 0.09 0.81 6 0.03 0.84 6 0.05 0.85 6 0.06
Stomach 1.34 6 0.06 2.03 6 0.25 1.85 6 0.18 2.12 6 0.33 1.62 6 0.15

Small intestine 0.99 6 0.01 0.97 6 0.03 0.97 6 0.05 0.94 6 0.09 0.94 6 0.03

Large intestine 1.03 6 0.05 1.06 6 0.05 1.06 6 0.06 0.93 6 0.07 0.92 6 0.08

Kidney 0.93 6 0.01 0.96 6 0.02 1.02 6 0.02 1.03 6 0.03 1.01 6 0.01
Muscle 1.04 6 0.05 1.08 6 0.09 1.11 6 0.04 0.96 6 0.06 0.97 6 0.04

Spleen 0.98 6 0.05 0.98 6 0.07 0.80 6 0.04 0.82 6 0.11 0.92 6 0.08

*Results are given as mean 6 SD (%IA/g for 211At/%IA/g for 125I) for 4 animals at each time point.
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which affects the astatine state in the labeling of the ATE
reagent, subsequently affecting yields and antibody func-
tion after the conjugation step. Furthermore, conjugation of
the astatinated reagent to the antibody is dependent on pH
and on the antibody concentration. An antibody concentra-
tion above 2 mg/mL is required for reasonable labeling
yields. For these reasons, it is virtually impossible to obtain
both high yields and high specific activities of the final
product by the 2-step procedure.

Unlike the conventional labeling procedure, the direct
astatination reaction procedure shows little dependence on
the concentration of the antibody conjugate. Even at con-
centrations as low as 0.125 mg/mL, the efficacy was high,
with yields exceeding 70%. The rapid reaction kinetics in
combination with only minor concentration dependence
enables high-efficiency and high-specific-radioactivity la-
beling at a high level of astatine activity without leading to
a detrimental absorbed dose to the reaction solvent. Indeed,
the calculated absorbed doses did not exceed 400 Gy, even
at initial labeling activities of up to 500 MBq.

All of the analytic investigations confirmed the quality of
the product; these investigations included evaluation of the
tin content before and after labeling, immunoreactivity, and
stability in vitro and in vivo. Little sign of degradation was
observed during the 48-h incubation of the astatinated
product in freshly prepared human serum, demonstrating
high in vitro stability. However, some aggregation of the
astatinated trastuzumab was observed over time, probably
because of the increased hydrophobicity of the conju-
gate. The immunoreactivity of directly labeled 211At-
trastuzumab was compared with those of 125I-trastuzumab
and 211At-trastuzumab produced by the 2-step procedure.
The affinity data were in line with those of previous stud-
ies evaluating the characteristics of trastuzumab and la-
beled trastuzumab (33–35). However, a decrease in the
affinity of directly astatinated trastuzumab by factors of 2
and 3 relative to the affinities of conventionally astatinated
trastuzumab and iodinated trastuzumab, respectively, in-
dicated an effect of the higher ratio of m-MeATE to
antibody. This effect was previously addressed in studies
with chelate-labeled antibodies, in which the chelate was
attached to the antibody before labeling; in those studies,
this effect was seen even at antibody-to-chelate ratios of
1:1–1:4 (36,37).

An animal study was performed for comparison of the
biodistributions of this new procedure and the conventional
2-step 211At-labeling procedure. Iodinated trastuzumab was
also included by coinjection with 211At-trastuzumab. As
shown in Tables 2 and 3, the biodistribution of directly
astatinated trastuzumab, expressed as the organ uptake
ratio, correlated well with the uptake of both conventionally
astatinated trastuzumab and iodinated trastuzumab (refer-
ence). The only organ uptake that deviated significantly
was that of the stomach, in which the uptake of astatine was
approximately twice that of iodine. The higher tissue
uptake of astatine than of iodine in the stomach tissue is

well documented in the literature, and the uptake increases
when low-molecular-weight antibodies, such as F(ab9)2 and
F(ab9) fragments, are used (19,38). However, a direct
comparison of the distributions of 211At-trastuzumab pro-
duced by different procedures revealed only minor differ-
ences in tissue uptake over the 24-h period (Fig. 2). The
data in Tables 2 and 3 and Figure 2 provide evidence that
astatine was as stably attached to the antibody when the
direct labeling method was used as when the 2-step labeling
method was used.

Perhaps the most extraordinary feature of the direct
labeling method is the specific radioactivity that can be
obtained. As shown by Elgqvist et al., the specific activity
of an astatinated antibody may be very important for the
therapeutic outcome in a clinical application (39). In that
study, calculations indicated that an increase in specific
activity of 50% (from corresponding astatine-to-antibody
molar ratios of 1:800 to 1:533) would increase the cumu-
lated activity by ;30%. With the direct method described
here, a specific activity of astatinated trastuzumab of up to
1 GBq/mg could be produced, corresponding to an astatine-
to-antibody molar ratio of ;1:100.

CONCLUSION

A direct procedure for producing astatinated antibodies
with a high level of activity and a high specific radioactivity
was developed. Radiochemical labeling yields in the range
of 67%281% were achieved by conjugating the antibody
before astatination. Because of the rapid reaction kinetics
and low concentration dependence, high radiochemical
yields could be obtained, even under high-activity reaction
conditions. The maximum activities used in the present
study were 100–500 MBq, yielding products of 67–400
MBq in a total preparation time of 15 min. The low-dose
and low-concentration reaction conditions enabled the
production of astatinated antibodies with very high specific
radioactivity, and the procedure is expected to be applicable
even at gigabecquerel levels. The quality of the directly
labeled products was equal to that of the corresponding
products obtained by the conventional 2-step procedure, as
determined by in vitro analysis and biodistribution studies
in mice. In conclusion, the direct astatination procedure
provides a simple way to synthesize astatine-labeled pro-
teins with radioactivity in the amounts required for clinical
applications.
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Thanks are due to Arvid Ödegard-Jensen at the De-
partment of Nuclear Chemistry, Chalmers University of
Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden, for help with the ICP-
OES analysis and to Ingela Claesson and Helena Kahu at
the Department of Oncology, Sahlgrenska Academy, Uni-
versity of Gothenburg, Gothenburg, Sweden, for help in
culturing the tumor cells used and for help with the animal
study. This work was supported by grants from the Swedish

1544 THE JOURNAL OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE • Vol. 49 • No. 9 • September 2008



Cancer Society (grant 3548), the Swedish Research Council
(grant K2007-53X-20321-01-3), and the King Gustaf V
Jubilee Clinic Cancer Research Foundation in Gothenburg,
Sweden.

REFERENCES

1. Palm S, Back T, Claesson I, et al. Effects of the alpha-particle emitter At-211

and low-dose-rate gamma-radiation on the human cell line Colo-205 as studied

with a growth assay. Anticancer Res. 1998;18:1671–1676.

2. Zalutsky MR, McLendon RE, Garg PK, Archer GE, Schuster JM, Bigner DD.

Radioimmunotherapy of neoplastic meningitis in rats using an alpha-particle-

emitting immunoconjugate. Cancer Res. 1994;54:4719–4725.

3. Andersson H, Lindegren S, Back T, Jacobsson L, Leser G, Horvath G. The

curative and palliative potential of the monoclonal antibody MOv18 labelled

with 211At in nude mice with intraperitoneally growing ovarian cancer

xenografts: a long-term study. Acta Oncol. 2000;39:741–745.

4. Kennel SJ, Mirzadeh S, Eckelman WC, et al. Vascular-targeted radioimmuno-

therapy with the alpha-particle emitter 211At. Radiat Res. 2002;157:633–

641.

5. Zhang M, Yao Z, Zhang Z, et al. Effective therapy for a murine model of

human anaplastic large-cell lymphoma with the anti-CD30 monoclonal antibody,

HeFi-1, does not require activating Fc receptors. Blood. 2006;108:705–710.

6. Zalutsky MR, Reardon DA, Pozzi OR, Vaidyanathan G, Bigner DD. Targeted

alpha-particle radiotherapy with 211At-labeled monoclonal antibodies. Nucl Med

Biol. 2007;34:779–785.

7. Andersson H, Elgqvist J, Horvath G, et al. Astatine-211-labeled antibodies for

treatment of disseminated ovarian cancer: an overview of results in an ovarian

tumor model. Clin Cancer Res. 2003;9(suppl):3914S–3921S.

8. Wilbur DS. Overcoming the obstacles to clinical evaluation of 211At-labeled

radiopharmaceuticals. J Nucl Med. 2001;42:1516–1518.

9. Tolmachev V, Carlsson J, Lundqvist H. A limiting factor for the progress of

radionuclide-based cancer diagnostics and therapy: availability of suitable

radionuclides. Acta Oncol. 2004;43:264–275.

10. Larsen RH, Bruland OS. Radiolysis of radioimmunoconjugates: reduction in

antigen-binding ability by (alpha)-particle radiation. J Labelled Comp Radio-

pharm. 1995;36:1009–1018.

11. Pozzi OR, Zalutsky MR. Radiopharmaceutical chemistry of targeted radiother-

apeutics, part 3: a-particle-induced radiolytic effects on the chemical behavior of
211At. J Nucl Med. 2007;48:1190–1196.

12. Milius RA, McLaughlin WH, Lambrecht RM, et al. Organoastatine chemistry:

astatination via electrophilic destannylation. Int J Rad Appl Instrum [A].

1986;37:799–802.

13. Yordanov AT, Garmestani K, Zhang M, et al. Preparation and in vivo evaluation

of linkers for 211At labeling of humanized anti-Tac. Nucl Med Biol.

2001;28:845–856.

14. Wunderlich G, Franke WG, Doberenz I, Fischer S. Two ways to establish

potential At-211 radiopharmaceuticals. Anticancer Res. 1997;17:1809–1813.

15. Wilbur DS, Hadley SW, Hylarides MD, et al. Development of a stable

radioiodinating reagent to label monoclonal antibodies for radiotherapy of

cancer. J Nucl Med. 1989;30:216–226.

16. Zalutsky MR, Narula AS. Astatination of proteins using an N-succinimidyl tri-

n-butylstannyl benzoate intermediate. Int J Rad Appl Instrum [A]. 1988;39:

227–232.

17. Garg PK, Archer GE Jr, Bigner DD, Zalutsky MR. Synthesis of radioiodinated

N-succinimidyl iodobenzoate: optimization for use in antibody labelling. Int J

Rad Appl Instrum [A]. 1989;40:485–490.

18. Wilbur DS, Hamlin DK, Srivastava RR, Chyan MK. Synthesis, radioiodination,

and biodistribution of some nido- and closo-monocarbon carborane derivatives.

Nucl Med Biol. 2004;31:523–530.

19. Wilbur DS, Chyan MK, Hamlin DK, Vessella RL, Wedge TJ, Hawthorne MF.

Reagents for astatination of biomolecules. 2. Conjugation of anionic boron cage

pendant groups to a protein provides a method for direct labeling that is stable to

in vivo deastatination. Bioconjug Chem. 2007;18:1226–1240.

20. Pozzi OR, Zalutsky MR. Radiopharmaceutical chemistry of targeted radiother-

apeutics, part 1: effects of solvent on the degradation of radiohalogenation

precursors by 211At a-particles. J Nucl Med. 2005;46:700–706.

21. Pozzi OR, Zalutsky MR. Radiopharmaceutical chemistry of targeted radiother-

apeutics, part 2: radiolytic effects of 211At a-particles influence N-succinimidyl

3-211AT-astatobenzoate synthesis. J Nucl Med. 2005;46:1393–1400.

22. Lindegren S, Back T, Jensen HJ. Dry-distillation of astatine-211 from irradiated

bismuth targets: a time-saving procedure with high recovery yields. Appl Radiat

Isot. 2001;55:157–160.

23. Lindegren S, Andersson H, Back T, Jacobsson L, Karlsson B, Skarnemark G.

High-efficiency astatination of antibodies using N-iodosuccinimide as the

oxidising agent in labelling of N-succinimidyl 3-(trimethylstannyl)benzoate.

Nucl Med Biol. 2001;28:33–39.

24. Lindmo T, Boven E, Cuttitta F, Fedorko J, Bunn PA Jr. Determination of the

immunoreactive fraction of radiolabeled monoclonal antibodies by linear extrap-

olation to binding at infinite antigen excess. J Immunol Methods. 1984;72:77–89.

25. McDevitt MR, Sgouros G, Finn RD, et al. Radioimmunotherapy with alpha-

emitting nuclides. Eur J Nucl Med. 1998;25:1341–1351.

26. Imam SK. Advancements in cancer therapy with alpha-emitters: a review. Int J

Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 2001;51:271–278.

27. Zalutsky MR, Vaidyanathan G. Astatine-211-labeled radiotherapeutics: an

emerging approach to targeted alpha-particle radiotherapy. Curr Pharm Des.

2000;6:1433–1455.

28. Lambrecht RM, Mirzadeh S. Cyclotron isotopes and radiopharmaceuticals,

XXXV: astatine-211. Int J Appl Radiat Isot. 1985;36:443–450.

29. Larsen RH, Wieland BW, Zalutsky MR. Evaluation of an internal cyclotron

target for the production of 211At via the 209Bi (alpha,2n)211 at reaction. Appl

Radiat Isot. 1996;47:135–143.

30. Visser GWM, Diemer EL, Kaspersen FM. The nature of the astatine-protein

bond. Int J Appl Radiat Isot. 1981;32:905–912.

31. White JS, Tobin JM. Inorganic tin and organotin interactions with Candida

maltosa. Appl Microbiol Biotechnol. 2004;63:445–451.

32. Visser GWM, Diemer EL. Inorganic astatine chemistry, part II: the chameleon

behavior and electrophilicity of At-species. Radiochimica Acta on Astatine

Chemistry. 1983;33:97–103.

33. Carter P, Presta L, Gorman CM, et al. Humanization of an anti-p185HER2

antibody for human cancer therapy. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 1992;89:4285–

4289.

34. Persson MI, Gedda L, Jensen HJ, Lundqvist H, Malmstrom PU, Tolmachev V.

Astatinated trastuzumab, a putative agent for radionuclide immunotherapy of

ErbB2-expressing tumours. Oncol Rep. 2006;15:673–680.

35. Costantini DL, Chan C, Cai Z, Vallis KA, Reilly RM. 111In-labeled trastuzumab

(Herceptin) modified with nuclear localization sequences (NLS): an Auger

electron–emitting radiotherapeutic agent for HER2/neu-amplified breast cancer.

J Nucl Med. 2007;48:1357–1368.

36. Esteban JM, Schlom J, Gansow OA, et al. New method for the chelation of

indium-111 to monoclonal antibodies: biodistribution and imaging of athymic

mice bearing human colon carcinoma xenografts. J Nucl Med. 1987;28:861–870.

37. Yordanov AT, Hens M, Pegram C, Bigner DD, Zalutsky MR. Antitenascin

antibody 81C6 armed with 177Lu: in vivo comparison of macrocyclic and acyclic

ligands. Nucl Med Biol. 2007;34:173–183.

38. Garg PK, Harrison CL, Zalutsky MR. Comparative tissue distribution in mice of

the alpha-emitter 211At and 131I as labels of a monoclonal antibody and F(ab9)2

fragment. Cancer Res. 1990;50:3514–3520.

39. Elgqvist J, Andersson H, Back T, et al. Therapeutic efficacy and tumor dose

estimations in radioimmunotherapy of intraperitoneally growing OVCAR-3 cells

in nude mice with 211At-labeled monoclonal antibody MX35. J Nucl Med.

2005;46:1907–1915.

SINGLE-STEP ASTATINATION OF ANTIBODIES • Lindegren et al. 1545


