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O N T H E C O V E R

A replication-deficient Ad vector carrying HSV1-39tk packed as a reporter
gene on CMV promoter has successfully been modified using bifunctional
PEG. The natural tropism of the virus was ablated even at a low rate of
modification. The addition of cyclic RGD peptide enhanced transduction
in cells expressing integrin avb3. This enhancement depended on binding
of the peptide to integrin and was independent of viral receptors. Trans-
duction in nontarget tissues was markedly decreased after intravenous
delivery of the modified vector, suggesting that PEGylation may help
reduce in vivo sequestration of the vector.
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