
T he Society of Nuclear Medicine
(SNM) and the American College of
Nuclear Physicians (ACNP) have

concluded a partnering agreement that places
administrative responsibility for both the
College and the Society with SNM staff. The
agreement, endorsed by the boards of both
organizations last June, was initiated formally
on February 2000 with the signatures of James
Woolfenden, MD, and Robert Carretta, MD,

the respective presidents ofACNP and SNM.
ACNP and SNM will retain their own legal

and governance independence under the arran
gement but will take advantage of economies

of scale in producing services and benefits for
their members. The administrative consolid
ation will allow each organization to focus on

its primary mission, which, in the case of the

ACNP,is advocacy and socioeconomic issues,
whereas the SNM concentrates on education

and research activities.
Press releases announcing this consolidation

of administrative functions were sent out on
March 1. As of that same day, ACNP was
officially headquartered in the SNM building
in Reston, VA. Both associations look forward
to developing this cooperative relationship for
the benefit of all their members.

SNM EntersAccredftation/Testing
Proficiency

As part of this agreement, SNM has
announced plans to enter 2 new service areas
later in the year in an effort to better serve the
nuclear medicine community: practice accr
editation and proficiency testing. Assets
associated with both programs have been

purchased from the ACNP, and the programs
will be redesigned to become competitive with
other offerings. The accreditation program is
the only one in the field based on actual on-site
laboratory inspections by trained physicians
and scientists. Competing programs do not
offer the benefits or credibility of actual on

site inspections.

SNM'S entry into the proficiency testing
field began last fall with a $71,000 Veterans
Affairs (VA) contract sublet from ACNP.That
contract has been completed, with a final
report due to the VA in April 2000. A 6-
month extension was signed directly with
SNM in anticipation of a new 2-year contract
that the VA has indicated they are interested
in letting. The asset purchase from ACNP
makes possible the use of base data gathered
from previous evaluations conducted under
that group's sponsorship.

The Mid-Winter Educational Symposium was held
February 13â€”14,2000, in New Orleans and was entitled
â€œUpdatesin NuclearMedicine: Quantitative Cardiac Imag
ingand Innovationsin Instrumentation?'The SympOsiUm
was cosponsored by the SNM Computer and Instru
mentationCouncil and the CardiovascularCouncil.

Attendees learned about state-of-the-art technol
ogy in cardiac imaging and focused on computer tech

niques for quantifying myocardial perfusion distri

bution. Topics also included attenuation correction

in cardiac SPECT, quality control procedures for car
diac imaging, the use of PET in diagnosis of coro
nary artery disease, and advances in nuclear medi

cine instrumentation. Attendees also were able to

view software packages brought by several compa
nies that helped sponsor the event.
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