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TheNationalAcademyof Sciences(NAS)and its associ
atedorganizations,includingthe Instituteof Medicine(10M),
occupya uniqueterritory,connectingthegovernmentalneed
to knowwith a broadspectrumof scientific researchand
practicein the UnitedStates.Underits originalcharter,now
morethan 135yearsold,theAcademyisa privateorganiza
tion andreceivesnodirectfederalfunding.It is an indepen
dent body,locatedin a complexof buildingsin northwest
Washington,DC.Themissionof the lOM is â€œtoadvanceand
disseminatescientificknowledgeto improvehumanhealthâ€•
by providingâ€œobjective,timely,authoritativeinformationand
adviceconcerninghealthandsciencepolicyto government,
thecorporatesector,theprofessionsandthepublic:'

Manyof the reportsand studiescarriedout by the IOM
are requestedby governmentagencies.Fundingfor these
studiesis usuallyfromappropriationsmadeavailableto the
agenciesbyCongressâ€”butnot supplieddirectlyfrom Con
gressto the lOM, a distinction that allows IOM a greater
degreeof freedomfrom both political control and public
scrutiny.Othersponsoringinstitutionssometimesrecom
mendstudytopics.Througha tightly-monitoredcommittee
system,the IOM addresses issues ranging from social
aspects of health care to clinical problems.Most of its
reports are authored by unpaidvolunteerexperts,only a
percentage of whom have been elected to prestigious
membershipin the organization.

Reporting by Consensus: The Committee System
Accordingto lOM reports,committeesare formedboth

for deliberation on general issuesand for authorship of
specificstudies.A committeeis formed by identifyingthe
expertiseand perspectivesnecessaryto addressthe study
topic, soliciting and receivingnominationsfor candidates
from a wide number of sources,presenting a proposed
slate and alternatives to IOM leadership, receiving
approval from the IOM president (currently Kenneth I.
Shine,MD),andformallyseekingappointmentto the com
mittee.An individual maybe disqualified in this process
becauseof biasesor potentialconflictsof interest.A num
ber of membersof the Societyof NuclearMedicine have
donatedtheir expertiseto the IOM throughserviceon the
Committeeon BiomedicalIsotopesunder the Divisionof
HealthSciencesPolicy.Thisgroup issuedthe report Iso
topesfor Medicineandthe LifeSciencesunderthe editor
shipof committeechairS.JamesAdelstein,MD,and com
mitteestaffFrederickJ.Manningin 1995.

What'sNewat the IOM
Recentchangesin the bylawscall for the electionof 60

newmemberseachyear,in additionto 5 foreignassociates
and 5 senior members.New guidelines in the process
promiseto allowmoreflexibilityin the electionof individu
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TO THE NEWSLINE EDITOR:

The recent and briefnote in Newsline (Jour
nal ofNuclear Medicine 1999;40(12):24N)
highlighting the election of Dr. Michael J.

Welch to the Institute of Medicine (IOM) omit
ted the names of several SNM members who have achieved
this distinctionâ€”anda noteworthy distinction it is.

Dr. Welch is one of 55 new members elected to the IOM,
raising the total active membership to only 588. Candidates
arechosenfortheirmajorcontributionstohealthandmedi
cine or to related fields. The private, nonprofit organizations
that make up the National Academies, the National Academy
of Sciences (NAS), the IOM, and the National Academy of
Engineering (NAE) work under an 1863 congressional char
ter. Election is both an honor and an obligation to work on
behalfofthe organization in its governance and in studies
designed to provide independent advice to Congress and to
government departments and agencies. This advice helps to
focus federal efforts toward defining realistic national goals
on matters of science, technology and medicine.

A more complete list of SNM scientist members of the
various National Academies includes:

S. James Adelstein, MD IOM

Thomas F. Budinger, MD, PhD IOM and NAE

R. Edward Coleman, MD IOM

William C. Eckelman, PhD IOM

David E. Kuhi, MD IOM

Barbara J. McNeil, MD IOM

Michael E. Phelps, MD, PhD IOM and NAS

Marcus E. Raichie, MD IOM and NAS

Henry N. Waguei Jr., MD IOM

Michael J. Welch, PhD IOM

Rosalyn S. Yalow, MD, PhD NAS

The Society should take great pride in their accomplish
ments and the recognition they bring to themselves and to
our discipline.

Richard C. Reba, MD
Professor ofRadiology and Chief Nuclear Medicine Section

University ofChicago Hospital
Chicago, illinois
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CVs and cover letters to interview techniques and fol
low-through advice. Subscribers can access an HPSA
site introduction to every facility featured in any month's
listings. Subscription terms are for 6, 9, or 12 months
and come with a full money-back guarantee.

The program is currently adding a group of attor
neys with nationwide experience in immigration and nat

uralization regulations. This addition is designed to guide
each subscriber to the right attorney for his or her mdi
vidual needs, usually after a written employment agree
ment has been reached between the J-l physician and an
HPSA facility.

For more information about the program, contact Paul
Harris or RenÃ©eOlita at doctorsincharge@hotmail.com or
970-884-7017.

Annual Meeting (Continuedfrom page 16N)
Other topics addressed in this track include attenuation cor
rectionincardiacstudies,costeffectivenessinoncology/car
diology, and multi-head gamma coincidence imaging.

Legislative/Regulatory
The Legislative/Regulatory track includes courses with

emphases on legislative and regulatorymattersin nuclear
medicine. These are designed to give nuclear medicine pro
fessionals an understanding ofcurrent legislation and effects
on the field. Future legislation and what nuclear medicine
professionals can expect from regulatory organizations will

be addressed in several continuing education courses and
categorical seminars.

Educators/Business
The Educators/Business track addresses the reality that

many nuclear medicine professionals have varied roles
and need continuing education in nonclinical areas,
such as marketing and business management. Also included
in this track are courses for nuclear medicine educators
and students.

â€”LaurenM. Parr
SNM Course Manager

IOM (Continuedfrom page 23N)
als who work at interdisciplinary interfaces and do not fall
into the traditionalsilosof the membershipsections.Leader
ship of the IOM is especiallyconcernedabout the â€˜coastal
skewing'of membership:the Midwest is under-represented
in comparison with the east and west coasts. Efforts are
underwayto encouragethe nominationof distinguishedsci
entistsfromthe country'smidsection.

In 1999 the NAS broke ground for a new building,
located in the block formed by E and F and 5th and 6th

Streetsin northwestWashington.Thiseleven-storybuilding
will housealmostall of the programstaff of the Academies
and will havetwo floors of state-of-the-artconference
areas,auditoria,and lecturerooms.TheIOMwill occupy
the 7th and 8th floors of the building, scheduled for corn
pletionbyfall of 2001.

ForMoreInformation
Forinformationonthe1DManditsprograms,projects,and

specialevents,visit the Websiteat www4.nas.edu/IOM.

StanleyGoldsmith,MD, pasteditorof TheJournalof
Nuclear Medicine, reported to Newsline the January 16
deathof DovFront,MD,PhD,in Haifa,Israel.Frontwasthe
Directorof NuclearMedicineat the RambamMedicalCen
terinHaifa.HeheldtheDr.PaulandRoseN.Geyserchairin
clinicalradiologyat thatcenterandwasontheTechnion
medicalfaculty.

Hewasa frequentcontributorto the nuclearmedicine
literatureanda pastmemberof the Societyof Nuclear

Medicine.He is probablybest knownfor his imaging
studies of lymphomausing 6TGascintigraphy,with a
recentfocusonthistechnologyasa predictorof response
to therapy.Fronttrainedmanyphysicianswhowentonto
make significant contributions in nuclear medicine,
includingOraIsrael,MD,hissuccessorat the Rambam
Medical Center,and Ruth Hardoff, MD, Director of
NuclearMedicineat the BeilinsonHospitalof the Rabin
MedicalCenternearTelAviv.
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In MemoriamDov Front,MD


