
JNM
Official Publication of

the Society of Nuclear Medicine

THE JOURNAL OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE
(ISSN 0161-5505) is published monthly
by the Society of Nuclear Medicine Inc.,
1850 Samuel Morse Drive, Reston, VA
20190-5316. Periodicals Postage Paid at
Herndon, VA and additional mailing offices.
Postmaster, send address changes to
The Journal oÃ­Nuclear Medicine. 1850
Samuel Morse Drive, Reston, VA 20190-
5316.

EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should
be sent to the Editor: Stanley J. Gold
smith, MD. The Journal of Nuclear Medi
cine, New York Hospital-Cornell Medical
Center. 525 E. 68th St., Box 311, New York,
NY 10021. Phone: (212)746-9066; Fax:
(212) 746-9056. Books and monographs
covering the use of nuclear medicine and
its allied disciplines will be reviewed as space
is available. Send review copies to the Edi
tor.

BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS con
cerning advertising and permission requests
should be sent to the publisher. Society of
Nuclear Medicine, 1850 Samuel Morse
Drive. Reston, VA 20190-5316: (703) 708-
9000: home page address: www.snm.org.
Subscription requests and change of
address should be sent to: Membership
Department, Society of Nuclear Medicine
at the address above. Notify the Society of
change of address and telephone number
at least 30 days before date of issue by send
ing both the old and the new addresses.
Claims for copies lost in the mails are
allowed within 90 days of the date of issue.
Claims are not allowed for issues lost as a
result of insufficient notice of change of
address. Advertisements are subject to edi
torial approval and are restricted to prod
ucts or services pertinent to nuclear medi
cine. Advertising rates are available from
the publisher. Closing date is the first of the
month preceding the date of issue.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES for 1997 calen
dar year are $170 within the United States;
S180 for Canada and Pan American coun
tries; S210 elsewhere. Student subscrip
tions are $70 (with proof of student sta
tus). Single copies $15.00: foreign $18.00;
convention issue (May) $18.00; foreign
$20.00. Make checks payable to the Soci
ety of Nuclear Medicine. Sales of individual
back copies of 1992 through the current
issue of JNM are available through
Matthews Medical Books, 11559 Rock
Island Court, Maryland Heights, MO 63043.
(800)633-2665 or (314) 432-1401. JNM is
also available in machine-readable format
from University Microfilms Intl.. 300 N. Zeeb
Rd., Ann Arbor. Ml 48106. (800) 521-0600.
Readers requesting back copies prior to
1992 should contact the SNM Publica
tions Department (703-708-9000) for avail
ability and pricing information.

COPYRIGHTÂ© 1997 by the Society of
Nuclear Medicine, Inc. All rights reserved.
No part of this work may be reproduced or
translated without permission from the copy
right owner. Because the copyright on
articles published in The Journal of Nuclear
Medicine is held by the Society, each author
of accepted manuscripts must sign a state
ment transferring copyright. See Informa
tion for Authors for further explanation. (See
pages 49A and 50A in this issue.)

Cheer Up; It Could Be Worse
Over the years, we have all heard that expression: "Cheer up; it could be
worse". It is often used in response to a stalemate in a particularly

depressing administrative or bureauocratic morass even when we do not
really have a clear picture in mind of how "it could be worse." I suppose

that personal health crises are worse than any administrative disaster, but
that is not what we mean or need to hear when we are mulling over a
serious threat to our profession.

Take for instance the issue of nuclear medicine resident training. It has
been a chronic problem with which we continuously wrestle. What are the
realistic manpower needs? Where do we get proper candidates for
training? How many positions are supported? Will they continue to be
supported? How much pre-nuclear medicine training should candidates

have? What should comprise the training? How long should nuclear
medicine training take? How do we measure competence? What about re-

certification?
It has been a long and difficult struggle for those of us who have

wrestled with these problems and seen them grow worse each year as
government has provided new constraints or our professional colleagues in
other specialties fire shots across our bow, refusing to cooperatively
address the nation's manpower needs in this area, seeking to grasp new

income sources without identifying the complex training requirements to
achieve competence. Perhaps this is not so unreasonable at times, since
our colleagues also have been under unremitting pressure from
government, insurance companies and others.

To these and myriad other issues which have no satisfactory solution,
sooner or later we hear the suggestion: "Cheer up; it could be worse".

And we have...cheered up, so to speak,...and it has...gotten worse!
Just as a number of groups involved in nuclear medicine were beginning

to agree that nuclear medicine training should follow training in radiology
or internal medicine (and occasionally other specialties), the federal
government's Health Care Financing Agency (HCFA) put forth a program

to reduce the number of residencies by 20% overall, without cutting
primary care training, resulting in some instances in "Specialty Training"

program reductions in the range of 30%-35%.

Many of us accepted the notion that in the future years, we will be
working harder and receiving less compensation. Since many of us have
accepted that notion, personal reward is not the issue! The issue of greater
concern to all of us should be the future of quality in nuclear medicine as
well as the future of the quality of medical practice in the other specialties.

Stanley J. Goldsmith, MD
Editor-in-Chief, The Journal of Nuclear Medicine
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