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mightbeinterestedinjoiningtheSociety.The
first meetingwasJanuary19,1954at the
DavenportHotel in Spokane,WA There,
twelvemeneachcontributed$10towardthe
meeting.Additionally,thefoundersofthe
Societyagreedthat no one personcould
becomecompetentin the areasof physics,
chemistry,mathematicsandmedicine
requiredfortheeffectivedevelopmentof
radioactivityindiagnosisandtreatmentTheir
answer:toorganizeanuclearmedicinesoci
ety,namingit the Societyof Nuclear
Medicine.

Fromthebeginning,theSNMwasmulti
disciplinary.Fourof the founderswere radiol
ogists:MiloHams,Spokane,WA;Thomas
Carlile,Seattle,WA;EggertT.Feldsted,Van
couver,BC;AsaSeeds,Vancouver,WA Three
wereinternists:A KearneyAtkinson,Great
Falls,MN;RobertG.Moffat,Vancouver,BC;
CharlesP.Wilson,Portland,OR;oneresearch
physicianand cardiac physiologist RexL
Huff,Seattle,WA;one pathologist,Tyra1.
Hutchens,Portland,OR;the remainderwere
nonphysicians:JosephP.Nealen,a physicist
fromSpokane,WA;WilliamH.Hannah,a
medicalphysicistfromBremerton,WAand
NormanJ.Holtera physicistfromHelena,
MN.ThomasCarlilewaselectedthefirst
Presidentof theSocietyandAsaSeedswas
namedthefirstSecretary.

Itwasonly25yearsagothatnuclearmedi
cinetechnologistsjoinedtheSociety,and
withinthattimethegoalsandinterestsof the
Societyhaveremainedthesameâ€”tofurther
theprogressof nuclearmedicine,Maclntyre
said.â€œCommunicationbetweenphysicians
andtechnologistsmakethe nuclearmedi
cinefieldmoreknowledgeableandeffec
tive,â€•saidCaptainWilliamH.Bnner,FACNP,
associateprofessorof radiology,National
Institutesof Health,Bethesda,MD.

Oneof themainpurposesoftheSociety
wasto developandexchangescientificinfor
mationaboutnuclearmedicineamongits
membership.So in 1960,GeorgeE Thoma,
MD,St.Louis,MO,becametheeditorof The

JoumalofNuclearMedicine@contentsof
thejournalincludedmanyof thesame
topicsthatappeartodaysuchasthera
peuticapplicationsanddosimetryesti
mates.

The FirstSNM Annual Meeting
Seedsspreadthe word about the first

Right column top to
bottom: EggedT.
Feldsted;William H.
Hannah;JosephR
Nealen;Thomas
Carlile; RobertG.
Moffat Milo Harris.

32N The Journalof NuclearMedicineâ€¢Vol.36 â€¢No 12â€¢December1995

SNM
Histoiy
Corner
M anychangeshaveoccurredover

thepast4Oyearswfththegrowth
oftheSocietyofNuclearMedicine

(SNM).Most importantly,nuclearmedicine
hasbecomearecognizedspecialty.Torefresh
members about the SNM. Source/me strolled
down memorylaneto seewhowas responsi
blefortheformationoftheSNM.Lookin
Source//neoverthenextfewmonthsforfuture
historicalSNM facts.

The Stoty
TheSocietyof NuclearMedicine(SNM)

wasconceivedbyNormanJ.Holter,a physi
cist,chemistandengineerwhoinventedthe
HoltermonitorandlivedinHelena,MN.
Holterwasthefirstto proposeandnamea
societydevotedspecificallyto nuclearmedi
cine.â€œThecreationof asocietydedicatedto
nuclearmedicinewassimplyto exchange
informationwithotherpeopleinthefieldand
to bragabouteachother'saccomplishments
to peoplewhowouldappreciatethem,â€•said
WilliamJ.Maclntyre,PhD,ClevelandClinic,
Cleveland,OH,aSNMmembersince1957.
Officially,however,the Societyspelledout its
originalobjectivesasfollows:to promotethe
discussionandcommunicationof knowledge
for nuclearphenomenato thebetterunder
standingandcontrolofdiseases.

Holterinitiallybecameinterestedinthe
applicationsof radioactivematerialsto medi
cinewithhisexperiencein radiationmea
surementsfromtestsonnuclearweaponsin
theSouthPacific.A fewphysicianswere
alreadyinterestedinsuchapplications,but
gavelittleattentionto theformationof a
nuclearmedicinesociety.Butthisfactdidnot
discourageHolter,hedecidedto devotea
societyto medicalapplicationsof radioactivity
andformedtheMontanaSocietyof Nuclear
Medicine.

SinceHolterownedatelephonecompany,
heusedthatmediumtoarrangeameetingof
theMontanaSocietyandspoketocolleagues
andfriendsinthePacificNorthwestareawho
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annualmeetingoftheSNM, which
tookplaceMay29-30,1954inSeat
tIe,WASinceitwasbeingheldina
largeandprominentcity,organizers
hopedtoattract25or30 attendees
to themeeting.Activemembership
dueswere$10peryearandassoci
atemembershipdueswere$5per
year.Societymembershipwasopen
to physicians,physicistsand
researchscientistsinterestedin the
medicalapplicationof radioactive

isotopes.ThemeetingwasheldattheBenjamin
FranklinHotelwhereanaudienceof 109
physicians,physicalscientistsandtechnicians

heard13 scientificpapersandonepaneldiscussion.
Despiteitsgrowth,theSNM strivestofosterthegoodwill

exhibitedduringitsearliermeetingsandtheintentionsofthe
foundingfathers.â€œIjoinedtheSocietyin 1961foritseducational
functionsandto keepabreastintheadvancementofscienceand
medicine.But things havechanged.Backthen, I usedto know
everyone,nowthereisanabsenceofcamaraderie,â€•saidBnner.

THEJAPANESESOCIETYOFNUCLEARMEDICINE:
35THANNUALMEETING
F orthefirsttimein itshistory,internationalsessionsofthe

JapaneseSocietyof NuclearMedicine'sAnnualMeeting
wereheldinwhichoralpresentationsweregiveninEng

lish,includingprofferedpapersandeducationallectures.Approx
imately1800peoplegatheredinYokohamaCity,Japanthefirst
weekofOctoberto participateintheSociety's35thAnnualMeet
ingevents.Nuclearmedicinephysicians,technologists,radiolo
gistsandresidentsfromaroundtheworldattendedthemeeting,
includingattendeesfromKorea,China,Thailand,Belgium,\Ã±et
nam,Australia,Germany,Canada,UnitedStatesandJapan.

â€œThissessiongavea goodopportunityfor overseasparticipants
totastetheflavorofJapanesenuclearmedicineandforJapanese
participantsto experiencethe atmosphereof a true international
meeting,â€•saidYasuhitoSasaki,MD,PresidentofTheJapanese
Societyof NuclearMedicine.Onepaneldiscussion,entitled
â€œNuclearMedicineinAsiaandOceaniaâ€•emphasizedintema
tionalaspectsofnuclearmedicine.Fivepaneliststalkedaboutthe
presentstateof nuclearmedicineinKorea,China,Thailand,
JapanandAustralia.

Thescientificprogramsconsistedof609papers(423oraland
186posterpresentations),2 speciallectures,2 symposia,1 panel
discussionand24educationallectures.HenryN.Wagner,Jr.,MD,
professorof radiologyandradiologicalsciences,directorofthe
divisionof nuclearmedicineJohnsHopkinsMedical Institutions,
Baltimore,MD, anda longstandingSNM membergavea special
lectureonthefutureofnuclearmedicineattheturnofthecen
tury.In his lectureWagnerstressedhow nuclearmedicineis able
totranslatetherevolutionaryadvancesinmolecularbiologyand
geneticsintothecareofpatients.

NationalGmwth
Overthe nexttwo years,nuclearmedicinesocietiesformed

acrossthe country.ThePacificNorthwestSocietyof Nuclear
Medicine,theSouthernCaliforniaandCentral(Chicago)arose
independently,butbegantoaffiliatewiththenationalSocietyin
1956.TheSaltLakeCitymeetingwasthefirsttoattractnational
attention;attendeescamefromallpartsofthecountryandpar
ticipatedinawell-balancedscientificprogram.

CurrentgoalsoftheSNMessentiallyechothosedevelopedby
thefounders:toeducateaboutthesafeandeffectiveuseof
radioactivematerialsinmedicaldiagnosisandtherapyandto
disseminateandexchangethe latestscientific information.â€œSci
enceasa whole haschangedwith its high technologyandthe
developmentofnewradiopharmaceticals.ThustheSocietyhas
grown,improvingandreinforcingitsreasonforexistence,â€•said
Maclntyre.If membersrecallthehistoryofeventsdifferently,we
welcomeyourcomments.

â€”Information acquired fmm
Craig Harris, MS, Durham, NC and MarshaliBrucer
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tions Openingceremonyof
andnewmethodology,drugdevelopment the35thAnnual
andregionalinterests,rangingfrombasic MeetinginYokohama
experimentstoclinicalapplicationsandradi- @tY'Japan.
ationprotection.Althoughpaperpresenta
tionscoveredavarietyof topics:cardiology,neurology,lungand
bone,and oncologywere key issues.A few clinicalstudies
reportedonISDNinfusionusingâ€œmTc-MIBIandâ€˜9-IPPN.

Educationallectureshighlightedcurrentapplicationsofvarious
nuclearmedicinetestssuchasbrainPETandSPECTimaging,
radioimmunodetectionandnewadvancesin instrumentationand
imageprocessingtechniques.TherecentdevelopmentofSPECT
scannerswithPETcoincidencecapabilityattractedspecialinter
eat,asabout 1000institutesperformingin vivonuclearmedicine
procedures,includingSPECT,areallwillingto use[18FIFDGfor
routineclinicalstudies.

Nextyear,the36thAnnualMeetingofTheJapaneseSocietyof
NuclearMedicinewill beheldjointlywiththe6thAsiaandOcea
niaCongressofNuclearMedicine.Formoreinformationcontact:
ProfessorJunjiKonishi,Departmentof NuclearMedicine,Kyoto
UniversitySchoolof Medicine.Fax:81-75-771-9709.

IOURNALof NUCLEARMEDICINE

December 1968
journal cover.

33NNewsline

@.,@@ â€˜,.., U




