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The Fourth Dimension
People like us, who believe inphysics, know that the distinction between

past, present andfuture is only a stubbornlypersistent illus@ion.
Albert EinStein

W henI attendeda nuclearmedicinemeetinginNeuUIm, a charminglyold
city in Germanywith centuriesold buildings andstreets,I realizedthat@

althoughI hadlivedinGermanyfortwoyearsmanyyearsearlierduringmilitary
service,I hadnevervisitedNeuUIm orUIm (itsevenoldersistercityacrossthe
Danube).In fact@I hadnot beento thatparticularGermanstateanddid not
rememberhearingofNeu Ulm beforetheconferenceexceptfor severalarticles
thathadbeenpublishedin theJournalby thenuclearmedicinefaculty at its
university

Despitemy familiarity with othermedievalGermancities, I continuedto be
especiallyfascinatedbythecharmofthewellpreserved(orrestored)buildings
lining the cobblestonedstreets,a remnantofa previousera with wood-burning
stovesandoil lamps.Thecathedral,anengineeringmarvel,dominatedthecity's
silhouette.It wasbuilt manyyearsbeforemodemconstructiontechniquesand
electricityandcertainlybeforethediscoveryof radioactivity.

While walking to theconventionhail oneday,I wasstruckby thecontrast
betweensuchamodernevent,an internationalnuclearmedicinemeeting,in sucha
premodemsetting.In themysteiiousmeanderingsofthe mii4 thejuxtapositionof
theoldandne@modemscienceinAlt Deutschland,couldevokethoughtsof
Albert Einstein.Einsteinwasborn in 19thcenturyGermanyandremains,perhaps,
theprincipaliconrepresenting20thcenturyphysics.Einstein,Nobellaureateand
discovererofthe photoelectriceffect E = mci, thetheoryofrelativity; andthe
unified field theory.Aside from intellectualassociation,I felt his essencemustbe
very near,asifhe hadbeenthereor actuallyhadlived in Neu Ulm.

Although I knewthatEinsteinwasborn in Germany,my only knowledgeof his
whereaboutsin Europeincludedhisjob in the SwissPatentOffice asa youngman
andhispositionlaterasa professorofphysics in Berlin. Nevertheless,I continued
tohavethedistinctnotionthatEinsteinhadwalkedthesesamecobblestonesand
pastthesebuildings.In fact@I wassureofit@althoughI supposetherewould never
beanyrealconfirmationthatheevervisited a smallcity like this.No matter,I took
comfort in the fantasizedassociation.

I wassuprisedto learnlaterin theweekthatEinsteinhad,in fact,beenbornand
raisedin NeuUIm. He hadgoneto schoolthere,no doubtranerrandsandprobably
playedchildren'sgamesonthosesamecobblestonedstreets.I stillcannotrecall
everhavingheardor readthis pieceofbiographical information.PerhapsI hadand
hadsimply forgotten.PerhapsI hadfiled it deepin a recessofmy mind,a sleeping
fact; to beawakenedby the specialstimulationofthat time andplace,to be
recalledasa seeminglynew idea.Or perhapsit wassimply a coincidence.How
elsecouldit beexplained?
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