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leastthreeyears,thuscreatinga muchneededconsistencyfor
theSociety,â€•Devoussaid.

Allthreeleaderscomefromvariedbackgroundsthatcomple
menteachotherandprovidebalancedgoalsfortheSociety.
Kirchnerisa professorof radiologyandmedicineanddirector
ofthe nuclearmedicinedivisionat the Universityof Iowaand
hastakenanactiveleadershiproleintheSocietyforyears.Asa
scientistofclinicalresearchfor 15 years,Devousisparticularly
sensitiveto the needsofthescientistmembers;withhisnew
appointmentto chairan FDAadvisorycommittee,hewillalso
havea footholdinthe regulatoryendofthe industry.Strauss
bringsanotherimportantelementto the leadershipteamasfor
mer editor-in-chief of TheJournalofNuclear Medicine.He has
keptabreastofthechangingroleofthe nuclearmedicine
researchfieldandisableto leadtheSocietyintothetechnolog
icalfuture.Moreoverallthreeleadershavea commongoal:
integrationfornuclearmedicine,whichisthethrustbehindthe
followingprioritiesonthetopoftheirlist.

The ACNP/SNM GovernmentRelationsOffice
Kirchnerisfollowinginthefootstepsof pastSNM President

JamesJ.Conway,MD, incontinuingtheeffortsto integrate
activitiesoftheSNM andtheAmericanCollegeof Nuclear
Physicians(ACNP).Forinstance,theACNP/SNM jointgovern
mentrelationscommittee,whichwasformedinJune,hasbeen
meetingregularlyto discussfederalreimbursement,isotope

______________ availability, and Nuclear Regulatory Corn

rnissionissues.Thecommitteereceives
supportfromthenewgovernmentrelations
office, located at the SNM headquarters in
Reston,VA.â€œTheneedto increaseintegra
tion of similar ACNP and SNM activities
will remaina majorfocusofourattention,â€•
Kirchnersaid.Heemphasizedthatthese
jointactivitiesareparticularlyimportantin
theareaofgovernmentaffairsinorderto
respondto the risingchallengesto the
nuclearmedicinespecialty.

A New Radiopharmaceutical
Commission

AnotherprojectkickedoffbyConway
and developedby Kirchner is a
radiopharamceuticalcommissionwithin
theSociety,similarto the HealthCarePol
icyCommission.Thisnewcommissionwill
seekto integratevariousSocietyand
industryactivitiesrelatingto radiopharma
ceuticaldevelopment,useandregulation.
Itwillbe establishedbytheSociety'sMid
WinterMeeting.

H. William Strauss,

MD

LastyeartheSocietyof NuclearMedicine(SNM) implemented
a newby-lawwhichexpandedthe positionofVicePresident
Electto becomea three-yeartracktothe Presidency.Thiswill
enableleadershipto havea longertermviewofthefuture.
Sourceilnewent to the three newly installed leaders,President
PeterT.Kirchner,MD; President-ElectMichael0. Devous,PhD;
andVicePresident-ElectH.WilliamStrauss,MD, to findout
theirplansforthe nextthreeyears.

Addinga newpositionintothe handsof leadershiphas
alreadyservedasa positivemove,accordingto Devous.â€œAs
policyissuesarediscussed,suchashealthcarereformand
governmentrelationtopics,Dr.Kirchnerhaschosento include
usineverystepof thedecision-makingprocess,â€•hesaid.â€œThis
type of Presidency will ensure that policies are maintained for at
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SNM PRESIDENTS HONORED

HononsCausaAwardedto Strauss
H.WilliamStrauss,MD,Vice-President-Electof theSNM andformereditorof The
JournalofNuclearMedicine receivedan honorarydoctoratefromthe Autonomous
University of Barcelona in May of 1995.The degree was awarded in recognition of
Strauss'majorcontributionto researchanddiagnosisin cardiovascularmedicine.

Theceremonytook placein the mainhallof the HospitalSantPauin Barcelona,
Spain.Thesession,chairedbythe universitypresidentalongwith the academic
authoritiesofthefacultyofmedicine,wasattendedbydistinguishednuclearmedi
cinephysiciansand cardiologistsfromSpainand byseveralof Strauss's
colleagueswho traveledfromvariouscountriesto attendthe event Straussgavea
lectureon the historyof cardiovascularnuclearmedicine.

DevousChosento Head FDAAdvisoryCommittee
MichaelD.Devous,PhD,President-Electof the SNM,wasappointedchairmanof
the U.S.Foodand DrugAdministration'sadvisorycommitteeon medicalimaging
drugsthis pastJuly.Devous,anassociateprofessorof radiologyat UTSouthwest
em MedicalCenterin Dallas,TXwill serveascommitteechairmanfor two years.

Devous,who hasa PhDin physicsalongwith 15yearsof clinicalresearchback
ground,saidhe is excitedto learnaboutthe regulatorysideof nuclearmedicine.
â€œMyscienceand clinicalbackgroundhelpsmebridgethe gap betweenthosewho
do basicscience(physics,chemistry,biology)andthosewho do clinicalpractice.
And mostof the time I can understandand relateto bothviews,â€•Devoussaid.



Integration with Industry and Other Societies
At theSociety'srecentAnnualMeetinginJune,SNM leadershiphelda

â€œcommunity-wideâ€•meetingconsistingof 30 leadersrepresentingthe nuclear
medicineindustryandvariousnuclearmedicineorganizations.Theimmedi
ateoutcome:the formationofa five-personcommitteetosetcommunity
wide priorities for the nuclear medicinefield.Thecommitteeincludes repre
sentativesfromtheACNP,theAmericanSocietyof NuclearCardiology,the
RadiopharmaceuticalIndustry,the InstrumentationIndustryand SNM.

Devous,who servesasthe chairmanof this new committee,said the Soci
etyhasa hugechallengewithhealthcarereformissuesandispushingto
addressnot only the short-term clinical problems,but the long-term outlook
for nuclear medicine research.â€œIam a strong believerthat the Societyneeds
a leaderwho will help integratethe needsof the diversecommunity,â€•Devous
said.Thegoal of this new committee is to addressthe commonneedsof
nuclearmedicineprovidersandto attacktheseissuesasa unified
community.

The Commissionon the Health Care Policy(CHCP)
As the newlyappointed chair of the CHCP,Straussplansto emphasizethe

needfor increasedcommunicationwithotherSocietycommitteesand
nuclearmedicineorganizations.Thistypeofcollaborationwillavoidduplica
tion of efforts and providemutual support amongvariousnuclearmedicine
organizations,Kirchnersaid.

Othergoalson the top of leadership'sagendainclude:enhancingthe value
of SNM membershipby increasingthe amount of benefits membersreceive
and reducing the numberof Societycommitteesto streamlinethe work.

How are the new leaders working together?
Kirchner. Wediffer little on our approachesto solvingproblems.
Devous:Weare notspendingourtimeresolvingconflictsamongsteach
other,ratherwe are spendingour time refining decisionsand policies.
Strauss: Our ideasand experiencecomplementeachother.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE NEW CODATA STUDY

UPDATEON
THE43RDANNUALMEETING
OnSaturdayJuly21,the TechnicalExhibitsCorn
mitteevisitedthe ColoradoConventionCenterin
Denver,the siteof the 43rdAnnualMeeting
whichwill be heldon June2-6, 1996.
The1996PlenarySessionwill be held in the con
ventioncenter'sballroom,which will be
subdividedinto two roomsfor continuingmed
cal education(CME)courses.TheCMEcourses
will featuremoreâ€œReadwith the Expertsâ€•
sessionswith interactiveaudienceresponsesys
tems.Theeight roomsfor oralabstractpresenta
tionswill each haveseatingcapacityfor more
than 250participants.Thisyearthe co-modera
tor will havecontrolof the levelof lightingbefore,
duringandaftereachpresentation.The
deadlinefor abstractsubmissionsisJanuary9,
1996.

â€”PaulH.Murphy,PhD
GeneralProgramChair

SNM NETWORK NEWS
TheCommissionon HealthCarePolicyis now
offeringa freesubscriptionof SNM Network
Newsto allSNM members.Thismonthlyhealth
policypublicationcontainsinformationon
federalandstatehealthreform,managedcare,
outcomesresearchand Commissionactivities.If
youare interestedin receivinga complimentary
subscription,pleasecontactJoannaWilsonat
(703)708-9000,ext 250.

(locatedat http//www.cisti.nrc
ca/codata/welcome.html). Formore
informationaboutthestudycontact:Paul
F.Uhlir,Director,USNC/CODATA,
National ResearchCouncil,2101Consti
tution Ave.,NW,Washington,DC 20418.
Phone:(202)334-3061.Fax:(202)334-
2154.Studyresults,aimedforcomple
tioninthe summerof 1996,willbedis
tributedto the federalgovernmentand
scientificcommunity,offeringrecom
mendationsthat could help overcome
barriersto accessinternationally.

Asthe Internetcomesintowidespread
useinthe researchcommunity,the
NationalResearchCouncilhasorga
nizeda study,chairedbyR.Stephen
Berry,PhD,of the Universityof Chicago,
to investigateanybarriersthat may
impedethe internationalflowof scien
tific data.Thestudy is being performed
underthe reviewof the U.S.National
Committeefor Codataâ€”thecommittee
onDataforScienceandTechnology.The
goalisto helpimproveaccessto scien
tific data and services,focusing on the

dispersalof informationoverthe Inter
net.

Thestudycommitteeisrequesting
information on: bafflers to data access,
pricing of data, protection of intellectual
property,problemsof lessdeveloped
countries,scientific data for global prob
ems,the useofelectronicnetworksand
othertechnicalissues.Anyoneinterested
in providingviewsto the study commit
teeshouldrespondto the publicinquiry
byJanuary31, 1996,which can be found
on Codata'sWorldWideWebHomePage
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