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Home

nuclear medicine physician walks down the passageway from the

oeing 747 which has transported him across the Pacific Ocean,
multiple time zones and the International Date Line. He enters a world

with many differences from his ownâ€”adifferent language and different
foods, a world with a somewhat different pattern ofeveryday life.
Despite reasonable language skills and some flirtations with a foreign

language tape tutor in the weeks preceding his visit, he depends upon
the good will ofthe hotel staffwho speak his language and upon an
interpreter who accompanies him and makes this new world more
accessible to him. Although the visit is pleasant, he is clearly an
outsider, an alien from another culture.
Days later, the physician and the interpreter take a taxi to a University
Hospital. After walking through the hospital's large front doors, he is
now suddenly back in a familiar world. He still cannot read the signs,
but he knows the environment. A patient, head freshly shaven from a
recent neurosurgical encounter, is led by family members to the front

door. The patient's discomfort and anguish and the family's concern and
tenderness are universal experiences and feelings.
In the nuclear medicine department, the staff scurries to complete

their tasks: drawing up an imaging dose, measuring the radioactivity in
the dose calibrator, filling out the required forms. The radiation badges,
the gamma cameras, the familiar logos, the view boxes and the scans

are all familiar. He is no longer a stranger in a strange land. Even before
he is greeted by the Chairman and his staff, he knows he is no longer an
outsider. He is a physician in a hospital; a nuclear medicine physician in
a nuclear medicine department. The familiarity enables him to relax. He
knows he is home.
Stanley J. Goldsmith, MD, Editor-in-Chief
The Journal of Nuclear Medicine
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