JNM

Official Publication of
The Society of
Nuclear Medicine

THE JOURNAL OF NUCLEAR MEDI-
CINE (ISSN 0161-5505) is published
monthly by The Society of Nuclear Med-
icine Inc., 136 Madison Avenue, New
York, NY 10016-6760. Second Class
Postage paid at New York, NY and addi-
tional mailing offices. Postmaster, send
address changes to The Journal of
Nuclear Medicine, 136 Madison Avenue,
New York, NY 10016-6760.

EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should
be sent to the Editor: H. William Strauss,
MD, The Journal of Nuclear Medicine,
Room 5406 MGH-East, Bldg. 149, 13th
St., Charlestown, MA 02129 (617) 726-
5786. Books and monographs covering
the use of nuclear medicine and its allied
disciplines will be reviewed as space is
available. Send review copies to the
Editor.

BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS con-
cerning advertising and permission re-
quests should be sent to the publisher,
The Society of Nuclear Medicine, 136
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016-
6760 (212) 889-0717. Subscription
requests and change of address should
be sent to: Membership Department,
The Society of Nuclear Medicine at the
address above. Notify the Society of
change of address and telephone num-
ber at least 30 days before date of issue
by sending both the old and the new
addresses. Advertisements are subject
to editorial approval and are restricted
to products or services pertinent to
nuclear medicine. Advertisting rates are
available from the publisher. Closing
date is the first of the month preceding
the date of issue.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES for 1993 cal-
endar year are $120 within the United
States; $130 for Canada and Pan
American countries; $160 elsewhere.
Student subcriptions are $70 (with proof
of student status). Single copies $10.00;
foreign $11.00; convention issue (May)
$12.00; foreign $13.00. Make checks
payable to The Society of Nuclear
Medicine. Sales of individual back copies
of 1891 through the current issue of JNM
are available through BookMasters, Inc.
1444 State Rt. 42, Rd. 11, Mansfield, OH
44903, 1-800-247-6553 or (419) 281-
1802. Fax: (419) 281-6883.

COPYRIGHT®@ 1993 by The Society of
Nuclear Medicine, Inc. All rights re-
served. No part of this work may be
reproduced or translated without permis-
sion from the copyright owner. Because
the copyright on articles published in The
Journal of Nuclear Medicine is held by the
Society, each author of accepted manu-
scripts must sign a statement transferring
copyright. See Information for Authors for
further explanation.

Randoms

Randoms

The Agnostic’s Prayer

Dear God
Ifthere is a God
Save my Soul

If I have a Soul

Anonymous

These are the dog days of August, and this issue of the Journal, like the
humidity, probably will lie on your desk for several weeks. The humidity and heat
upset our biorhythms, which cry out for rest. Perhaps this is why August has
become synonomous with vacation: like sleep, August vacations let the
subconscious do its magic and put things in perspective.

Scientifically it has been a good year—additional studies support the value of
PET in tumors; new myocardial imaging agents have done well in clinical studies;
a radiolabled antibody was approved for clinical uses; and tumor applications for
sestamibi are growing. Socioeconomically it has been tumultuous—dissatisfaction
with the cost of health care, spiraling higher because of addiction to technological
innovations, has led to clamor for change. Interest groups, sensing an opportunity
to have their moment in the sun have become more numerous than ants at a picnic.
Even a fourier transform cannot interpret the strident tones emanating from
Hilary’s minions.

The current tumult has had its share of victims, among them caregivers whose
prestige is now challenged. From the time of Hippocrates practitioners of the
healing arts have been held in high esteem. But as the system comes to grips with
the anger, frustration, fear and concern of an outspoken public, the government
systematically chips away at the value of these practitioners. No distinction is
made between care given by a physician and that given by a nursing assistant; they
are both “providers.”

This problem is not one of semantics only. Diminishing the professions makes it
easier to formulate programs that mark us as the enemy. When we look in the
mirror, however, we do not see reflections of evil but the caring faces of helpful
beings. Those who will judge us must see as we see ourselves.

Perhaps it is time to appeal to a higher authority, one who may intervene on our
behalf.

H. William Strauss, Editor
The Journal of Nuclear Medicine
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