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mittee deliberations in November, it pre
pared strategies to recommend to the
BOT in Seattle.

Objectively assessing the value of
nuclear medicine is essential to keep the
field viable in the current climate of
reform and stiff competition among
medical fields. SNM has contracted to
do a resource-basedrelativevalue scale
(RBRVS) study with Harvard Univer
sity School of Public Health to find a
valid and scientific estimation of the
value nuclear medicine work. In a
memoofOctober7, KennethA.McKu
sick, MD, who will serve as technical
advisor on the study, addressed the
importanceofâ€•theneed forthis to be an
impartial academic study if it is going
to be deemedvalid by the RUC, PPRC,
or HCFAâ€•â€”whichwill then determine
the rates of nuclear medicine proce
dures for Medicare reimbursements.
The BOT will hear a progress report on
the study to assess how well the project
is fulfilling the goals ofthe SNM Strate
gic Plan.

With eight other groups, SNM has co
founded Organizations United for
Responsible LLRW Solutions, a public
relations campaign on the importance of
low-level nuclear waste (LLRW) dis
posal. After hearing a status reporton
the efforts of the coalition to date, the
BOT will discuss the best strategies to
further the coalition's goals.

The BOT will also deliberate on the
progress of another joint effortâ€”with
ACNP, ICP, and the SPECT projectâ€”the
proposedJointOversightCommitteeon
Tomographic Imaging; the appointment

ofHoward J.Dworkin,MD, as the four
year SNM appointment to the JRC
NMT; the status of the Nuclear Mcdi
cine Residency Review Committee;
increasing the use of computers and
computer-based exhibits for SNM's sci
entificdisplays;a nuclearmedicinetask
forcefortheU.S. Departmentof Energy;
SNM's membership in the American
ChemicalSociety;and SNM's endorse
ment of the candidacy of Terence
Beven, MD, to the AMA Council on
ScientificAffairs. U

BoneTherapy,ComputersatMid-WinterScienceMeeting
Twoscientificsymposiaat SNM'smidwintermeetingin Seattlewill tacklesub
jectswhich,thoughcoveredbeforeatscientificmeetings,willnowreceiveanew
approach.TheRadiopharmaceuticalandTherapyCouncilsandthe SNMPacific
NorthwestChapteraresponsoringâ€œRadionuclideTherapyof PainfulBoneMetas
tases:CurrentStatusandFutureProspects,â€•onFebruary7. SureshC.Srivastava,
PhD,presidentof the Radiopharmaceuticalcouncil, saidthat oneservicethis
symposiawillprovidewillbetopresentmaterialthathasbeenavailableatEastCoast
meetings.ButhealsoseestheSeattlesymposiumasaddressingentirelynewissues.

â€œMostsymposiain thepast[onthis topic] havebeenclinicalâ€•in orientation,he
said.â€œButtherearesomeimportantscientificquestionsto answer.â€•Forinstance,
howcantheradionuclideagentsfor painfulbonemetastasesbeimproved?where
shouldtheresearchintotheseagentsgofromhere?Dr.Srivastavanotedthatthis
is anopportunetimeto evaluatethestatusof suchagents,becausejust lastJune,
theFDAapprovedstrontium-90,andthreemorearebeingdevelopednowâ€”twoare
in phaseIll trials,andanNDAfor theotherwill goto theFDAin January.Heesti
amtesthat300-400patientswithbonemetastasesâ€”mostlybreastandprostate
patientsundersedationfor monthsâ€”havebeentreatedsuccessfullywith radionu
clides.â€œThequestionis thequalityof life.Thistreatmentwill reducethe costsof
patientcareto societyandimprovethepatient'slife,â€•hesaid.

Henotedthatsomeof theunusualtopicsfor symposiawill becoveredinthefirst
andthirdsessions.Thefirst sessionwill havediscussionsof mechanismsandbasic
science,suchasâ€œInvivoMechanismsinthePalliationofBonePaininCancerPatients,â€•
byAlexanderJ.B.McEwan,MB.Therewill alsobetalksonthechemistry,produc
tion, andmechanismsof threeradiopharmaceuticalsusedin treatingbonepain:
rhenium-i86-etidronate,samarium-i53-EDTMP,andtin-i 17-DTPA.Dr.Srivastava
pointedoutothernewsymposiasubjectsinthethirdsectionâ€”technicalconsidera
tionslikeatalkonâ€œDoseEscalationExperienceâ€•byStanleyJ.Goldsmith,MD,and
onâ€œRadionuclideTherapyandtheRTOGâ€•byNaomiAlazraki,MD.

TheComputerandInstrumentationCouncilissponsoringasymposiumonâ€œDed
icatedInstrumentsandComputerProcessingTechniquesfor CardiacBrainImag
ing,â€•February7-8. 1.GeorgeZubal,PhD,programchairmanandthe council's
secretary/treasurersaidthat,withthissymposium,â€œWewanttode-isolatethecoun
cilsâ€”togetto knowoneanotherwell.â€•Sincecomputersarecentralto all imaging
applications,hehopesthatthesymposiumwillprovideachanceformembersof
thevariouscouncils,especiallyBrainImagingandCardiovascular,to mingleand
morefullyâ€œunderstandwhatintrumentationisabout.â€•Headded,â€œTheorganization
[of thesymposium]is novel.Councilsandchaptersusedto havetheirownmeet
ingsâ€•of this sort.â€œButthe ideaof reachingacrossbordersis animportantstepto
crossboundariesbetweendisciplinesâ€”whichisnotdoneoftenenoughâ€”andhave
PhD'stalkingwith MD'saboutcomputersandclinicalapplcations.â€•

Dr.Zubalsaidthe symposiumwouldalsoofferthe chanceto bringattendees
upto dateonnewinstrumentationandsoftware.â€œOverthe lastcoupleof months,
severalinstrumentdesignshavehadincrementalimprovements,â€•hesaid.There
will bediscussionsof newcameras,gantries,andcollimationgeometries,andof
methodsfor turninglightsignalsintocoherentinterpretabledata.Therewill betalks
on â€œArtificialNeuralNetworkInterpretationof NuclearStressCardiacImagesâ€•
andonâ€œACo-registrationMethodforThree-DimensionalFunctionalBrainImages.â€•
With23presentationsinall,Dr.Zubalhopesthatbesidestheeducationalobjectives,
thiswill provideâ€œaforumfor discussions.Thecentralideais to minglecomputers
andtheirapplicationsintheclinic.â€•
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