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Hope Is a Waking Dream
The patient arrives full ofhope and racked with fear. She introduces herself to

the receptionist and takes a seat in the well-worn waiting room. A TV set is on
without the sound. Magazines, ranging in age from last month to last year, are
scattered on the chairs and tables. The plastic chairs, though uninviting, are
comfortable enough for the 10â€”or 15-minute wait prior to the procedure. She is
about 40 years old, pale complexion, a scarfeovering her bald head, her face
sporting an expression that is a cross between a smile and a grimace. She did not
travel with an entourage today because the therapy made her miserable, and
miseiy, in this case, did not want company. Four other people share the silent
waiting area, each wrapped in his or her cocoon of thought

A newfaceâ€”wearingawrinkled,longcoatemblazonedwiththehospital
insignia, bristhng with photo ID, radiation badge, dog-eared papers in the pockets
and coffee stains on the sleevesâ€”walksover. He introduces himself. His voice is
soft and his foreign accent is difficult to place. His urbane, caring manner makes
up for the negative first impression. He took the time to study her history; he asks
detailed questions about her condition.

She had this procedure two years ago, with a normal result. Now, with clinical
and radiographic evidence ofrecurrence after five disease-free years, her doctor
needs to know where it is. No, she has no allergies. Yes, she can lie on the table for
two to three hours at a time. Yes, she is prepared to come back tomorrow, the next
day and any other times that might be necessary to see where it is.

Two days later, she knows. Dr. Rumpled Coffee Stains has compared the
tomograms and planar images with the CT, MR and lab results. After consulting
with the clinician, they reach a decision: It is only here. Not there, not everywhere.
Her clinician says it is likely the medicine will work. Based on the encoura@ng
news, she reached into her personal well and found the strength to do what she has
to do: Plan for tomorrow, but most ofall, to live for today.

H. WilliamStrauss,Editor
TheJournal ofNuclear Medicine
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