
KALEI DOSCOPE
WHEN A NEW INSTRUMENTOR DIAGNOSTICPROCEDURE
is readyto make its claim for a place alongsideestablished
proceduresand devices,nuclear medicinephysiciansspeak
of adding to the armamentarium.For nuclear medicine,
these additionsare oftenalleged to be new waysof seeing
the truth. Perhapsno other discipline is subjectedto more
challengesto the establishedtoolsand methodsof its trade
than medicine,and no branchof medicine is challengedin
this manner more oftenthan nuclear medicine.To be a
nuclearmedicinephysicianis to be constantlyconfrontedby
new visions of â€˜vision'itself. While scanning a list of articles
submittedto TheJournalof NuclearMedicine,youmaycome
acrossterms and phrasessuch as â€œvolume-rendered'@
â€œimage-guidedâ€•@or â€œthree-dimensionaldisplayâ€•@It is therefore
not inexact,nor is it hyperbolic,to speak of the â€˜artof
nuclear medicine'.Physiciansand scientistsin this field must
developa trained eye: they must learn to see â€˜theshadow
and not the tree'@the â€˜jewelin the lotus'.

That is the rationalebehindthe establishmentof
â€œKaleidoscopeâ€•@a new addition to the Journal'smonthly
offerings.Each month,when space is available,we will
devoteone page to the work of a contemporaryartist:
abstractinghis or her intentions,introducingtheir influences,
and detailingtheir methodsand materials.Hopefullyit will
be viewedas an oasis;a place to allowthe most
instrumentalof organs a measureof recreation,beforegoing
back to itswork scanningthe Journal'sscientificarticlesand,
ultimately,detectingthe shadowshidingin the clinic'slight.

â€œKaleidoscopeâ€•: nota newweaponfor the armamentarium
but perhapsa suggestedalternateuse for that most
importantof medical apparatusâ€”thehuman eye.
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