
Low-LevelCompacts
Pass by Vote of 378-0

The US House ofRepresentatives on
December 9, 1985,passed the Low
Level WastePblicyAmendments Act
(H.R.1083) and all pending regional
interstate compact bills by a unani
mous vote of 378 to zero.

At press time, the US Senate was
scheduled to vote on the compact
bills. If they pass in the Senate, they
will become law once President
Ronald Reagan signs the legislation.

The interstatecompact bills call for
each region to establish its own low
level disposal site, and the Amend
ments Act was drafted to extend the
January 1, 1986, deadline for building
those sites.

â€œThepassage of these bills in the
House represents a victory for
nuclear medicine, due in large part
to the efforts of nuclear medicine
groups in making our electedofficials
awareof the necessity of providing
more disposal sites for low-level
radioactive waste:' said William H.
Briner, chairman of The Society of
Nuclear Medicine's (SNM) Govern
ment Relations Committee.

Stanley J. Goldsmith, MD, presi
dent of the SNM, said that â€œthe
Society also appreciates the efforts of
the American Medical Association
and other medical organizations
which supported this legislative
effort.â€•

The SNM has followed the issue
closely ever since Congress passed
the Low-Level Radioactive Waste
I@hicyActof 1980,which required the
formation of interstate compacts to
handle low-level waste disposal (see
Newsline: Jan. 1985, pp. 1-6; Mar.
1985,p. 224; May 1985,pp. 453-454;
June 1985,p. 563; Aug. 1985,pp. 845-
847; Dec. 1985, pp. 1366-1367). U

OnMarch2-3, theSNM Technolo
gist Section will present a program,
under the chairmanship of Robert J.
English, CNMT, that will include an
intensive financial management
course and clinical seminars. U

Congress Approves
DOE Research Budget

The United States Congress passed
the $24.2 million budget for the US
Department of Energy's (DOE) Nu
clear Medicine Applications Pro
gram, and President Ronald Reagan
signed it into law (P.L.99-141)at the
end of last year.

The DOE had originally requested
$21.2 million for this program, but
Congress decided to appropriate $3
million over that amount for research
in cardiology, neurology, and parti
dc beam therapy. The $24.2 million

appropriation for fiscal year 1986was
first authorized by the House Science
and Technology Committee last
Aprilâ€”13days after its Subcommit
tee on Natural Resources, Agricultur
al Research,and Environmentheld
a hearing to review nuclear medicine
research (see Newsline, May 1985,
pp. 443-444).

Four members of The Society of
Nuclear Medicineâ€”ThomasF. Bud
inger, MD, David E. Kuhl, MD,
Henry N. Wagner, Jr. , MD, and
Alfred P. Wolf, PhDâ€”had testified
before the subcommittee.

The Nuclear Medicine Apphica
tions Program is just one part of the
Biological and Environmental Re
search Program, which received a $1
million decrease in funding overall
for fiscal year 1986.

The $24.2 million budget for fiscal
year 1986 represents a $2.5 million
increase over fiscal year 1985. U
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____NEWS BRIEFS:

SPECT, PET, and NMRI
at SNM Winter Meeting

The Society of Nuclear Medicine's
(SNM)5thConjointWinterMeeting
will â€œoffera unique combination of
educational functionsâ€”lectures,
panel discussions, and symposia
and submitted papers related to meta
bohic imaging,â€•said Peter D. Esser,
PhD, programchairman.â€œAsignifi
cant feature in formulating this pro
gram has been the joint sponsorship
of three SNM councils: the Radio
pharmaceutical Science Council,
Alan R. Fritzberg, PhD, president;
the Computer Council, Michael L.
Graham, PhD, MD, president; and
the instrumentation Council, Paul H.
Murphy, PhD, president:' he added.

The meeting, held March 2-5,
1986,in WestPalmBeach,FL, will
include 16submitted papers covering
single-photon emission computed
tomography(SPEC!), positron emis
sion computed tomography (PET),
and nuclear magnetic resonance
imaging (NMRI).

â€œAnintegral part of the program
will be three panel discussions, fund
edbya DOEgrantto theRadiophar
maceutical Science Council, on the
current state of radiopharmaceutical
development for PET, SPECT, and
NMRI:' said Dr. Esser. There will
also be a minisymposium on glucose
kinetics, and the Computer Council
will cosponsor with manufacturers
user group meetings for various chini
cal computer systems.

There will also be lectures on: in
vivo assessment of biochemical
events with PET, the present and
future challenges of SPECT receptor
imaging, receptor-higand kinetic
modeling, NMRI contrast agents,
and compartment modeling tech
niques in PET, SPECT, and NMRI.




