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raphy (13 out of 76), stones were ultimately found. The
authors describe a target-shaped echo pattern discovered
in the region of the cystic duct and representing impaction
of a calculus within the duct. A second case is presented
in which a fluid collection was identified in the lesser sac
and ultimately found to be a collection of bile. The authors
recommend that ultrasonography be performed as a supple
mentary examination in the patient with a nonvisualized
oral cholecystogram.

Ulfrasonographic Appearance of Gas-Containing Abscess in the
Abdomen. H. Y. Kressel and R. A. Filly. Am J Roenfgenof 130: 71-

73, 1978.

In addition to the classic ultrasonographic appearance of
abscesses as sonolucent masses, the authors describe six gas-
containing abdominal abscesses, which presented as densely
echogenic masses with acoustical shadowing, or simply
echogenic masses, or regions of acoustical shadowing alone.
The explanation proposed is that of "microbubble" contrast

effect producing the echogenicity in such cases. Examples
are cited of such gas-containing abscesses in the retro-
peritoneum, anterior abdominal wall, and within the hepatic
parenchyma itself. The diagnosis cannot be readily made
within the peritoneal cavity; however, an appearance sug
gestive of a gas collection in the retroperitoneum. liver, or
anterior abdominal wall should suggest the possibility. Cal
cified lesions, masses with much fibrous stroma. and hair-
containing teratomas may merit consideration in the dif
ferential diagnosis.

Sonography of the Common Bile Duct: Value of the Right An

terior Oblique View. M. Behan and E. Kazam. Am J Roentgenoi
130: 701-709, 1978.

The authors report an overall accuracy of 96% in de

tecting dilatation of the common duct in a series of 101
consecutive cases proven at surgery, autopsy, or cholangi-
ography. The method used involves elevation of the patient's

right side with direction of the beam postero-mcdially and
scanning in either a straight longitudinal or slightly oblique
position. Scanning is conducted until two tubular structures
are demonstrated in the porta hepatis. the posterior one is
the portal vein, and the anterior, the common bile duct.
The upper limits of normal in the sonographic evaluation
of the common duct is 8 mm at its widest diameter. The
method described for identification of the common duct
does not depend upon such previously described variables
as pulsations, continuity with other venous structures such
as the splenic vein and a comma-shaped configuration of
the duct. An additional advantage of the method is the
displacement of bowel gas and the utilization of the liver
as an acoustic window into the structures of the porta
hepatis. Identification of stones within the common duct
can also be made by this method. Evaluation of the intra-
hepatic biliary radicles is important in assessing conditions
that may produce dilatation of these radicles in the face of
a normal size common duct. Mild dilatation of the duct is
normally seen in a patient who has undergoen cholecystec-
tomy.
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