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Soft-tissue Concentration of Tc-99m Phosphates
Associated with Injections of Iron Dextran Complex

A recent paper by Byun et al. (/) describes accumula
tion of technetium-99m phosphates in the gluteal area of
bone scan patients who had recently received intravenous
injections of iron-dextran complex.

This observation was first reported at the San Francisco
Meeting of the Northern and Southern California SNM
Chapters in October 1974 (2). Also, we have published an
abstract describing further work (using thin layer chro-
matography and in vivo animal experiments) on a possible
mechanism for the localization referred to in Ref. 3. Con
sequently, it would seem only prudent to cite at least the
abstract even though such astute scholars as McRae et al.
(4) cited the 1974 presentation. We are pleased that Byun
and his colleagues agree with our findings, but feel this
should be presented as a supporting case report instead of
a "new observation."
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A Need for the Standardization of Methods for
Reporting Clinical Radiopharmaceutical Data

Current literature does not adequately define the clinical
radiopharmacology of bone-scanning agents. Our survey
revealed a wide spectrum of methods for acquiring and re
porting data for this class of radiodiagnostic agents. The
inconsistencies make it difficult to compare the published
information from one study to another in a meaningful man
ner. To illustrate this point, Table 1 lists blood clearance,

urinary excretion, and other data for technetium-99m la
beled phosphate and phosphonates from a number of re
ports in the literature. Further analysis also revealed an
inadequate separation of the patient populations. For exam
ple, subjects were not divided according to the scan findings
(normal compared with abnormal) and those that indicated
abnormal subjects did not characterize them according to
disease (e.g., bone mÃ©tastasesfrom breast carcinoma, Paget's

disease, etc.).
Addressing this question, we have carried out studies

comparing patients with normal volunteers relative to blood
clearance, urinary excretion, and tissue distribution (1).
Significant differences were noted between patients and vol
unteers as well as between patients with normal and patients
with abnormal studies (Table 1).

To meet FDA Phase I requirements (IND Form 157),
10.a) an investigator may report clinical radiopharmaceu-
tical data that may vary significantly from those used by
other investigators. Consequently there is need for better
standardization of procedures for acquiring and reporting
the clinical radiopharmacology of agents used in nuclear
medicine. These improvements could provide more accurate
data for calculating radiation doses to various organs in
normal and diseased states. Kaplan and Zimmerman di
rected their attention to this problem and concluded, "In

the generation of future schema for absorbed dose calcu
lations, a greater emphasis could be placed on biologic dis
tributions in the abnormal patient" and "consideration be

given to the nonpathologic variables that can produce un
usual patterns of radioactive distribution" (2).

Other factors must also be considered (3-15). Simply as an
example to illustrate unexpected clinical findings that may
be encountered in supposedly healthy volunteers, the fol
lowing study is brought to your attention. In a published
report (/<5), 29 healthy young male volunteers were
screened by history, physical examination, urinalysis, 24
different blood tests, and clectrocardiography for admission
to an FDA Phase I Drug Investigation. During this screen
ing, 46 abnormal laboratory test values were found from
among this group. In fact, only 4 of the 29 subjects had
all their test data within the '"normal" range. We do not

advocate such rigid criteria, but only illustrate the impor
tance of careful volunteer selection.

Besides separating patients into groups having normal
studies compared with abnormal studies, a further division
into subcategories according to specific clinical information
is also indicated. Obviously, clinical factors affecting tissue
distribution are numerous, but many can be expressed in
general terms. This information might include: disease
states that have been confirmed by histologie or laboratory
findings: diagnostic information derived from other imaging
modalities (e.g.. roentgcnography and ultrasound): differ
ent modes of therapy (e.g., surgical procedures, radiation,
pharmaceutical), etc. The pharmaceutical parameters should
cover all modes of treatment starting with hormones and
chemical agents for the control of tumors, through drugs
used for the treatment of supposedly unrelated conditions
such as peptic ulcer, to those given simply for the relief of
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