
New SNM/SNMTS Officers

A
t the SNM Annual Meeting in San Antonio, TX,
during the first week of June, both the SNM and
SNM Technologist Section (SNMTS) welcomed

new officers. Elected at an earlier meeting by the member-
ship of the 2 organizations, these individuals will serve in
these positions through 2012.

SNM President
George Segall, MD, chief of the

nuclear medicine service at the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs
Palo Alto Health Care System
(CA) and professor of radiology at
Stanford University (CA) was
introduced as the new SNM presi-
dent. According to a statement
released at the meeting, Segall’s
top priority will be to ensure that
patients enjoy optimal health
through advancements in nuclear
medicine and molecular imaging. “SNM’s education,
research, outreach and advocacy initiatives are the back-
bone of the society,” said Segall. “Each of these activities
plays a key role in moving SNM forward, especially in
today’s health care environment.”

Segall added that he will work within the framework of
health care reform to support and increase the appropriate
use of nuclear medicine and molecular imaging. This
includes a focus on comparative effectiveness research,
which will play a significant role in coming years. “SNM
has made a great start in determining the necessary steps
needed to move ahead in assessing the effectiveness of
nuclear medicine and molecular imaging,” he said. “I look
forward to continuing this work during my term.” Segall
also plans to work on behalf of SNM to harmonize global
standards that promote research, as well as to be a leader in
education to promote understanding and cooperation.

Segall has served at the Department of Veterans Affairs
Palo Alto Health Care System since 1986. He was named
chief of the nuclear medicine service in 1998. At Stanford,
he has been a professor in the department of radiology since
2006 and is also a professor in the department of
cardiovascular medicine.

Segall has held numerous leadership posts with SNM,
including as a member of the board of directors, chair of the
Commission on Education, and as the 2009–2011 president
of the PET Center of Excellence. He is a member of the
SNM Northern California Chapter, where he has served as
president, president-elect, secretary-treasurer, councilor,
and scientific program chair. He is also a director of the
American Board of Nuclear Medicine (ABNM) and a mem-
ber of the American College of Nuclear Physicians, the
American Society of Nuclear Cardiology, and the Academy

of Molecular Imaging. He has published more than 50 peer-
reviewed journal articles and authored 6 book chapters.

Segall holds a medical degree from the University of
Southern California and completed medical residencies in
internal medicine at the Kaiser Foundation Hospital in Los
Angeles and in nuclear medicine at Stanford University
School of Medicine. He is certified by the National Board
of Medical Examiners, the American Board of Internal
Medicine, and the ABNM.

SNM President-Elect
Frederic H. Fahey, DSc, direc-

tor of nuclear medicine physics at
Children’s Hospital Boston and
associate professor of radiology at
Harvard Medical School (Boston,
MA), assumed office as 2011–
2012 president-elect of SNM. “I
am pleased to continue my leader-
ship role within SNM over the next
year,” noted Fahey. “This is a
unique time for the society as we
fully integrate molecular imaging and the opportunities it
holds into our field. I look forward to working with SNM
leadership, the board of directors, and my fellow SNM
members to create a path for the organization that best
meets the profession’s needs today and in the future.”

Throughout his career Fahey has been active in
contributing to the nuclear medicine and molecular imaging
field. With more than 25 y of experience, he has served as
an educator, clinical physicist, and researcher in nuclear
medicine. His involvement with SNM includes serving as
vice president–elect and on the board of directors. He is a
member of the Finance Committee and has served as chair
of the Scientific Program Committee for 4 y. He is a mem-
ber of the SNM New England Chapter.

Fahey’s plans as president-elect include launching the
SNM Image Wisely program for radiation dose reduction in
nuclear medicine. “Keeping the radiation exposure to our
patients as low as reasonably possible while providing
excellent clinical studies is critical,” he said. “It is also
essential that we communicate effectively with referring
physicians and our patients regarding the benefits as well
as the risks relating to our studies.” Fahey also intends to
advocate for appropriate training in the practice of nuclear
medicine.

Fahey has been the director of nuclear medicine physics
at Children’s Hospital Boston since 2003 and has held an
academic appointment at Harvard Medical School since
2004. He has clinical experience as a PET physicist at
Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center (Winston-
Salem, NC), where he was also an associate professor of
radiology. He was a nuclear medicine physicist and an
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assistant professor of radiology at Georgetown University
Hospital (Washington, DC). Fahey holds a master’s degree
and doctoral degree in medical radiological physics from
Harvard School of Public Health. He is a member of the
American College of Radiology and the American Associ-
ation of Physicists in Medicine. He also serves as an expert
consultant for the International Atomic Energy Agency. He
has published more than 50 journal articles and 15 book
chapters.

SNM Vice President–Elect
Gary L. Dillehay, MD, profes-

sor of radiology at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital (Chicago, IL),
assumed office as 2011–2012 vice
president–elect of SNM. “The sur-
vival of our specialty in an era of
health care reform depends on the
continued and expanded recogni-
tion of the importance and value
of nuclear medicine,” said Dillehay.
“I look forward to working with
SNM’s members and the leadership
team to ensure a healthy future for
the field of nuclear medicine and molecular imaging.”

Dillehay has served as professor of radiology at the
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
since 2006. He had previously held academic appointments
at Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine (Chicago,
IL). Dillehay is certified by the American Board of
Radiology and the ABNM.

An SNM member for more than 25 y, Dillehay has
played an active role in the society. His most recent roles
with SNM include serving as chair of the Coding and
Reimbursement Committee and as a member of the
Commission on Health Care Policy, the Computer Tech-
nology Assessment Committee, and the American College
of Nuclear Medicine/SNM Government Relations Commit-
tee. He also is the SNM delegate to the American Medical
Association (AMA) and has served in multiple leadership
positions in the SNM Central Chapter. He serves on the
board of directors for the ABNM and the Joint Review
Committee on Education Programs in Nuclear Medicine
Technology. He is also an AMA advisor on multiple topics.

As vice president–elect, Dillehay plans to focus on
expanding the role of clinical nuclear medicine in medical
imaging and therapy and ensuring the continued availability
of medical isotopes. He also will work to enhance SNM’s
education programs and will advocate for appropriate reim-
bursement.

Dillehay received his medical training at the Mayo
Medical School (Rochester, MN), with residencies at
Northwestern McGaw/Northwestern Memorial Hospital.
He has published more than 19 peer-reviewed journal
articles, 10 book chapters, and 2 books.

SNMTS President
Ann Marie Alessi, CNMT,

NCT, RT(N), a product sales man-
ager of nuclear medicine at Biodex
Medical Systems, Inc. (Shirley,
NY), was elected as the 2011–
2012 president of SNMTS and
was introduced at the annual
meeting in San Antonio. “One of
my main goals as president is to
really engage with the members,
sharing with them the new SNMTS
programs and listening to their
feedback on how to continually
improve the society,” said Alessi. “We’ll accomplish this
through SNMTS-sponsored ‘roadshows’ for those unable
to make it to larger society meetings, as well as a consis-
tent leadership presence at chapter meetings.”

Alessi said that as president she will focus on profes-
sional development for technologists and will continue
efforts to provide the most up-to-date and relevant con-
tinuing education—particularly on PET/MR—at SNMTS
meetings. She will also cultivate the Technologist Advo-
cacy Group team to ensure that SNMTS is at the forefront
of state licensure issues. Additional goals include assessing
feedback for an SNM name change and participating in the
Image Wisely campaign.

Alessi has served on numerous councils and committees
for SNMTS and has been involved with the organization on
many levels throughout her career. She belongs to the
Greater New York Chapter of SNMTS and the Long Island
Society of Nuclear Medicine Technology. She has pub-
lished 4 book chapters in the Nuclear Cardiology Technol-
ogy Study Guide and shared her knowledge in more than 50
invited speaker presentations. Alessi has received many
honors and awards for excellence in the field of nuclear
medicine. She graduated as valedictorian of the nuclear
medicine technology program at the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Center (Northport, NY) and is a retired
first sergeant for the U.S. Army Reserves Medical Corp
after serving for 24 y.

SNMTS President-Elect
Brenda J. King, CNMT, con-

sultant and owner of BJ King &
Associates, LLC (Carson, CA),
was elected as 2011–2012 presi-
dent-elect of the SNMTS. “As I
step into the role of SNMTS presi-
dent-elect, I am excited to be a
voice for the entire membership
on all levels of the society,” she
said. “This includes our local
organizations’ grassroots, our chap-
ters, and our national level.”
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As president-elect, King hopes to reinvigorate the
SNMTS membership, calling on members to recall how
they came to become a nuclear medicine professional and
why they chose to stay in the field. Having served SNMTS
in many ways, King will encourage the next generation of
nuclear medicine technologists to get involved so that the
society can develop future leaders. She also will support
ongoing SNMTS efforts to elevate nuclear medicine
technology education to the baccalaureate degree level
and highlight the career paths for technologists.

King began her career in nuclear medicine technology
35 y ago as a radiopharmacy/nuclear medicine technologist
at Cedars–Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles (CA). She
then worked for industry, including Amersham, Bristol–
Myers Squibb Medical Imaging, and Cardinal Health. In
2007 she formed her own company, which offers advanced
imaging accreditation consultation to hospitals and private
practice imaging centers nationwide.

King has served in many positions in SNM and
SNMTS, most recently as speaker for the National Council

of Representatives, on the SNM House of Delegates, and on
the SNMTS Executive Board, as well as on the SNM
Nominating Committee, Committee on Councils, Commit-
tee on Chapters, and the SNMTS Physician–Technologist
Task Force. She has also served the SNMTS Pacific South-
west Chapter as president, president-elect, and secretary
and on multiple committees.

King is a member of the Association of Black
Cardiologists, the Association of Nuclear Cardiology, the
Los Angeles Radiologic Society, and the Academy of
Molecular Imaging. She has received a number of awards
for her work in nuclear medicine technology, including
the SNMTS President’s Distinguished Service Award,
SNMTS Officer’s Award, and Bristol–Myers Squibb Clin-
ical Specialist of the Year. She has published 3 peer-
reviewed articles and participated in 25 invited speaker
presentations.

SNM/SNMTS

Recall of CardioGen-82

T
he U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on July
26 alerted health care professionals to stop perform-
ing cardiac PET with CardioGen-82 (a generator for

82Rb-chloride injection; Bracco Diagnostics, Inc.). Bracco
also indicated that it would voluntarily recall the product.
These announcements followed an alert on July 15 to the
public and the medical imaging community about the po-
tential for inadvertent increased radiation exposure in pa-
tients undergoing cardiac PET imaging with CardioGen-82.
The FDA had received reports of 2 patients who set off
radiation detector alarms at U.S. border crossings. The pa-
tients had recently undergone cardiac PET imaging, and the
cause was initially identified as strontium isotopes inadver-
tently injected because of a “strontium breakthrough” prob-
lem with the product. 82Rb is collected from the generator
column by injection of a solution of normal saline through
the column. Under normal conditions, only the 82Rb is
released into the solution and the strontium remains at-
tached to the column.

In the both the original alert and the stop-use
announcement, FDA noted that the risk from this expo-
sure appears to be minimal, stating that the “estimated
amount of excess radiation the 2 patients received is sim-

ilar to that other patients may receive with cumulative
exposure to certain other types of heart scans; it would
take much more radiation to cause any severe adverse
health effects in patients.” The stop-use announcement
indicated that “based on further investigation, the agency
has determined that the current CardioGen-82 manufac-
turing procedures are not sufficient to ensure reliable per-
formance of the generator to produce the 82Rb injection”
and that “reliable generator performance is essential to
help prevent strontium breakthrough from CardioGen-82
and to prevent patients from being exposed to excess
radiation.” The agency said that it would also investigate
the sufficiency of the testing procedures used to detect
strontium breakthrough at clinical sites that use Cardio-
Gen-82. The FDA recommended that health care profes-
sionals use alternatives to the CardioGen-82 generator
when planning nuclear medicine cardiac scans. Patients
with questions or concerns should talk to their health care
professionals.

For more information, see: www.fda.gov/Drugs/
DrugSafety/ucm265278.htm.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
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