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O N T H E C O V E R

Because cardiac gene therapy entails multi-
ple complex steps, including delivery and
expression of transgenes, interest is increas-
ing in noninvasive methods of monitoring
myocardial gene expression. The need for
PET scanners and on-site radiochemical
synthesis limits widespread application of
radioprobes that specifically target proteins
produced by the transgene of interest. More
accessible instruments and simple radio-
probes have been under study, such as the
use of �-cameras and free radioiodide to
study the sodium/iodide symporter (NIS)
gene. A dual-gene vector that included the NIS gene as a reporter gene appeared to allow accurate assess-
ment of the level of myocardial expression of a second gene of interest.
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