
A fter our successful edu
cational and scientific
meeting in Los Ange

les, I was looking forward to
starting my term as president of
the Society ofNuclear Medicine
with essentially no deadlines,
no crises, and no significant
problems to address until at least
September or October. The
summer was going to be my
time to relax, unwind, and pre
pare for my year as president.

Unfortunately, my day
dreams and thoughts ofa lazy
summer were promptly put

aside as significant issues have presented themselves to
the leadership ofthe SNM.

As you may know, the Los Angeles meeting, while mcciv
ing excellent reviews as a scientific and educational meeting,

didnotdoaswellfinanciallyasoriginallyexpected.Thesci
entific program committee and its chair, PeterConti, MD, PhD,
along with SNM staffhave worked diligently to review and
evaluate possible changes and format forthe nextannual meet

ing in Saint Louis. Theirrecommenthtions are currently being
evaluated and the Board will meet by conference call to
make a determination as to potential changes in the meeting
format and content for the year 2000.

The Society has also been approached by a developer who
owns several buildings adjacent to the SNM headquarters in
Reston aboutthe possibility ofpurchasing ourbuilding. A task
force has met with the builder and its recommendations will

be forwardedto theBoardfortheirconsiderationduringthe
September Board meeting.

The Society has started an international outreach program,
particularly since a significant number of attendees at our
annual meeting are from outside the United States and the

number ofabstracts and posters presented by international
memberscontinuesto grow.Thishas resultedin meetings
with the South American and Latin American nuclear
medicine physician organizations, the European Associa
tion ofNuclear Medicine leadership, the World Federation
ofNuclear Medicine & Biology leadership, and Japanese
Society ofNuclear Medicine leaders. Additionally, contacts
have been made with theAustralian and New Zealand Soci
eties ofNuclear Medicine, as well as the Chinese Society of
Nuclear Medicine. These are exciting times to be involved
in the specialty ofnuclear medicine and the international
contributions cannot be overlooked.

Other issues that the Society is involved with are the
potential changes in the educationalprograms and outreach of
SNM. These willbe addressedby a specific task force on edu
cation. Additionally, we are looking at affiliations with other
groups, particularly the American College ofNuclear Physi
cians and theAmerican College ofNuclea.r Medicine. Ongo
ingdiscussionswithbothofthesegroupswillhopefullylead
to strategic alliances with both the ACNP and the ACNM.

Regulatory issues, particularly the FDA and the NRC, are

stillhighon theprioritylistforthe Society.Wecontinueto
monitorand respondto both agencies that affect our livelihood
and future. The task force on APCs has met with HCFA and
there appears to be some progress toward achieving reason
able reimbursement for radiopharmaceuticals once the out
patient payment system is implement in mid-2000.

Society leadership, particularly Jonathan Links, PhD, as
president-elect,Allen Maurer, MD, as vicepresident-elect, and
Jim Fletcher, MD, as immediate past president, have contin
ued to work as an ongoing team to assure focus on the strate
gic plan and to provide continuity from year to year.

I would encourage communications by fax, e-mail, or per
sonalcontacttoanyofthe leadershipofthe Society,particu
larly to the abovenamed officers, and to the Society's execu
five director, Bill Bertera. Yourcomments are important to us.

Robert F.Carretta, M.D.
President, Society
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