
alsoeasytopreparesinceit doesnotrequire
a boilingstep,he said.

In clinical trials, researchers reported
â€œverygoodâ€•sensitivityandspecificityval
ues fortetrofosmin,accordingto Ehmig.
Technetium-99m-sestamibi(Cardiolite)
fromDupontMerckis anothertechnetium
based heart imaging radionuclide available
intheUS.

CompanyInvests
$14 Millionfor PET
S yncorInternationalCorporation,which

runsa networkof nuclearpharmacies,
announced in January that it is investing $14

million for the development ofa nationwide

networkfor PET.Syncorcurrentlyoperates

fourPETdistributioncentersin the U.S.and
anticipatesexpandingtomorethan20 centers
by theendof 1998.

â€œOurdecision to invest in our core busi
ness, overseas expansion and PET confirms
our beliefthat the growth in the nuclear
medicinemarketwill be acceleratedby the
introductionofnew products,theexpansion
ofmanaged care and a continuing focus on

healthcare cost reduction,â€•said Gene
McGravin, vice chairman and chief execu
tive officer ofSyncor International who will

lead Syncor's effort in PET The company

will also be investing$8 millionoverthe
next three years to redesign business
processesandimproveits informationtech
nology and linkages to customers and sup
pliers. U

I
UCLAresearchersusedPETscanswereableto confirm
thatbehavioralmodificationandcognitivetherapyare
effectivetreatmentsfor obsessive-compulsivedisorder.
Theyfoundthatthetherapiesalterthebiologyofthebrain
todecreasetheactivityofthecaudatenucleus,theregion
reponsibleforcompulsiveurges.

-Arc/timesofGeneinlPsyvhiatry(February,1996)

PETofferslittleclinicaladvantageforevaluatingischemic
heart disease over less costly nuclear imaging technology,
accordingto a report from ECRI,a healthcare information
firm in PlymouthMeeting,PA More specifically,the report
concluded that PEToffers no clear advantage over SPECT.

-SNMNetwvrk News(Febwa,y 1996)

Twodentistsat theUniversityofMarylandDentalSchool
believetheyhavediscovereda previouslyunidentified
musclebehindthehumaneye.Themuscleisabout1.25
incheslongandrunsfrombehindeacheyesockettothe
insideofthejawboneandappearstoassistinchewing.
Anatomistshaveyettoconfirmifthefindingcanindeed
beclassifiedasa â€œpreviouslyundescnbedâ€•muscle.

-Th@oceedingsfrom the l996American Association for the Advancement
ofSciencemeetingin Februaly

Ina recentsurvey,81%offemaledoctorssaidtheybelieve
there'stoolittleresearchdoneonwomen'shealth
problems;37%ofmaledoctorsagree.

â€”Thel995SdentificAmencan1k11
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FDAApproval
for Myocardial
PerfusionImaging
Agent
Anew radionuclideformyocardialperfu

sion imaging,â€˜@â€˜â€œTc-tetrofosmin(Myo
viewTM),was approved by the Food and Drug

Administmtion(FDA)in February. One advan

tage ofthe new agent is that it clears rapidly

fromthe liver,enabling images to be taken
15minutespostinjection,accordingtoWilliam
Ebmig, vice president ofprofessional affairs
for Medi-Physics, Inc., the manufacturerof
tetrofosmin.Therapidacquisitiontimeallows
nuclearphysiciansto performStreSSandrest
images in single-day protocols. The kit is

OVERHEARD


