
A new study has found that PETscans can effectively
measure blood flow to the heart and show whether
behavioralchanges or drug therapy or both have
reduceda person'schancesof sufferinga heartattack.

â€”Journalof theAmericanMedicalAssociation
(JAMA,Sept 20, 1995)

@ PresidentClinton recently issueda â€œdecision
directiveâ€•ordering the Department of Energyto rein in
costsandredundanciesat its27nationallaboratories.
However,healsorejectedonecost-cuttingsuggestion
which would have transferred Lawrence Livermore
lab'sdefenseactivitiesto otherlabsandwouldproba
bly have meant the shut down of the lab.

â€”ScienceNews(SN,Sept 30, 1995)

@ A 906-page report to PresidentClinton on the Cold
War human radiation studies came up with two dozen
recommendationson how to safeguard the public
against research abuses and ensure that future studies
are conducted with full public knowledge. The report
also recommended that subjects in three previous
studiesâ€”about30 individualsâ€”befinancially
compensated for being subjected to health risks with

out their consent.
â€”Reportfrom the Committee on Human Radiation Experiments

(US. GovernmentPrintingOffice,Pittsburgh,PA)

@ In an effort to save the National Institute of
StandardsandTechnology(NIST)fromdemisebyCon
gressionallegislation,membersof theAmericanPhysi
cal Society began a lobbyingcampaign wielding letters
signedby25Nobelprizewinners.Theyareprotesting
plansthatcouldleadto theeliminationorsaleof the
institute's laboratories in which research on measure
ment and standards techniques are performed.

â€”TheWashingtonPost(Wash.Pos4Sept 12,1995)

@ The U.S.does not need more primary care physicians
and fewer specialistsconcludes a new report. There are
69primary-caredoctorsper100,000peopleinthis
country compared to Englandwhich has 54 and
Germanywhichhas66.Thereport'sauthorsaidthe
ultimate doctor mix should be about 40% generaliststo
60% specialistsâ€”not50/50 which is what some medical
experts are recommending.

â€”MichaelWhitcomb,MD, vicepresiden4
AssociationofAmerican Medical Colleges

(JAMA,Sept 6, 1995)
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