
LEGISLATIVENEIWORKMEETiNGSUCCESSFUL
TheSocietyofNuclearMedicineTechnologistSection(SNM-TS)metattheend
of Septemberin Dallas,TX,to identifya groupof technologistsfrom each chap
ter who couldserveas contactswith state legislatorsto communicatepressing
issuesinthenuclearmedicinecommunity.Representativesfromthe12Society
chaptersaswellasmembersofthegovernmentrelationscommitteelearned
abouttheroleofthegovernmentandvariousissuesthatareaffectingthe
nuclearmedicinecommunity.

Threeguestconsultantsspokeatthemeetingtoabout20attendees.Glenda
Price,PhD,Provost,SpelmanCollege,Atlanta,GA,lecturedonthegovernmen
talchangesaffectinghealthcaretoday,aswellasthesocioeconomicforces
involvedwith alliedhealthprofessionals.JoeGagen,Joe Gagen& Associates,
Austin,TX,providedeffectivetechniquesforgrassrootslobbying.Finally,Susie
TonymonfromEpstein&Associates,FortWorth,TX,discussedexamplesofhow
herorganizationsuccessfullylobbiedtoaffectpositivechange.

Thenextstepisthedevelopmentofanactivegrassrootslobbyingteam.Each
chapterrepresentativewillidentifytechnologistsfromeachcongressionaldis
trict, who can be effective in communicating to legislators any key issues that
mayarise.â€˜Wehopeto havea workingnetworkbythe end of nextyear,but we
realizethatthiswilltaketimetodevelop,andwilldependonidentifying
dedicatedtechnologistswhoarewillingtodevotetimeandefforttothecause,â€•
saidLynneRoy,chairoftheSNM-TSgovernmentrelationscommittee(seethis
month'sNews//ne,p. 28N).

DISABILITY INCOME PLAN AVAILABLETO
SNM MEMBERS
A disabilityincomeinsuranceplanwithmonthlybenefitsupto$2000isnow
availableto membersoftheSocietyofNuclearMedicine(SNM).AllSNM
membersand/orspousesunderage60,whohavebeenactivelyworking(at
least30 hoursa week)forat least90days,andhavenotbeenhospitalizedin
thelastsixmonthsmayapplyfortheSNM disabilityincomeplan.

Theplanprovidesthechoiceofa $1000,$1500or$2000monthlybenefit
payablefor up to fiveyearswhen youare disabledbya coveredaccidentor up
tooneyearifdisabledbya coveredillness.Thebenefitsreceivedwillcoordinate
withanyotherincomesourcestopayupto70%ofyourmonthlysalary.Accep
tanceendsDecember1995.FormoreinformationoftheSNM disabilityincome
plancontact:InsuranceAdministrator,AlbertH.Wohlers& Co.,1440N.North
westHighway,ParkRidge,IL60068-1400.Phone:(800)323-2106.
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(Continuedfrom page 30N)

contractispart of a largerHCFAeffortto revisethe
physicianexpenserelativevaluecomponentof the
MedicareFeeSchedule.Thepurposeofthe
programistoestimatethevariablepracticecostsof
specificservicesandtodevelopprofilesofpractice
inputsnecessaryto providebenchmarkphysician
services.

SNM Supports Ward Valley Legislation
Thecommitteemembersvoicedtheirapproval

forvariouseffortsthatwillexpeditethebuildingofa
low-levelradioactivewastesiteinWardValley,CA
Theywereencouragedbytherecentdecisionby
theSecondDistrictCourtofAppealsinCaliforniato
upholdthestate'sdecisionto issuea licenseforthe
facility.The projectwas licensedbythe state in
September1993buthasnotyetbeendeveloped
dueto lackofactionbytheDepartmentof Interior,
which hasbeen askedto sellthe siteto the state.
Thedisposalsiteissituatedonfederallandlocated
in the CaliforniaMojave Desert'sremoteWardVal
ley.Accesstosucha regionaldisposalfacilityis
criticaltothecontinueduseofradioactivematerials
in medicineand industry.

ThecommitteealsodiscussedCongress'sefforts
to resolvethe delaysin the transferof federal lands
fortheLLRWdisposalfacility.RepresentativeBrian
Bilbray,introduceda bill,whichisnowpartofthe
BudgetReconciliationAct, that will forcethe
Departmentof Interiortosellthelanddirectlyto
California.BoththeCollegeandtheSocietysupport
thisdevelopment(seethismonth'sNewsilne,p.
24N).

Otheragendaitemsreviewedincludedtheradio
pharmaceuticalpremarketreview,NuclearRegula
tory Commissionactivities,technologistissuesand
isotopeavailability.

Erratum
Dueto a productionerror,in the August issueof JNM, the
person third from left in the photo caption accompanying the
article,OutstandingiNMAuthors Awardedfor Research
(Sourceline,p.31N ) was misidentified.Hisnameis Kazuo
Kubota,MD.
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