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Magnetic Resonance Imaging of the Pe-
diatric Brain: An Anatomical Atlas.
G. Salamon, Claude E. Raynaud, J.
Regis, and C. Rumeau. Raven Press,
New York. 1990. 350 pp. $105.00.

These four French authors, with numer-
ous other collaborators, have put to-
gether a book that continues a rich his-
tory of producing fine anatomic studies.

The title is somewhat misleading, es-
tablishing the risk of disappointment for
those ordering the book: in that it is an
atlas of magnetic resonance imaging of
the brain after birth. Eighteen subjects
were used in this compilation. Half of
the subjects were under one year of age.
These data are very useful to profession-
als who are trying to come to grips with
the developing brain. The authors are
astute in their discussion of the devel-
oping brain in terms of total or global
development, rather than focusing only
on degrees and levels of myelination.

However, this book is not easy to use.
The matenial is presented in an orderly,
but cumbersome. fashion. This may be
a slightly unfair criticism because the
brain is presented on succeeding pages
at vartous ages in the axial plane at
certain distances above the orbital-
meatal plane in Tl-weighted images.
Unfortunately, in North America. the
custom is usualtly to study the brain in
proton-density and T2-weighted images.
in the axial plane.

This book is valuable and can be rec-
ommended to all medical libraries. For
the clinician who is willing to take some
time to carefully study the material, real
gains in understanding are possible.
Note that it is probably appropriate to
say that the “quick fix” in understanding
the developing, post-partum brain is no
more accessible than the holy grail.

Roy D. Strand
Children's Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts

Radiology of the Liver, Biliary Tract,
Pancreas and Spleen.

Arnold C. Friedman. ed., Wilkins and
Wilkins, Baltimore. 1987, 1110 pp.
$134.00.

This volume is another in Golden’s di-
agnostic radiology series. which also in-
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cludes Castaneda-Zuniga’s book on in-
terventional radiology and the nuclear
medicine text by Gottschalk, Hoffer,
Berger and Potchen. Published in 1987,
this work is extremely well organized.
concise, and well written. It includes a
group of chapters dedicated to each of
the four organ systems in the book’s
title, as well as a fifth entitled “Biopsy
and Drainage Procedures in the Upper
Abdomen.” These organ-specific sec-
tions are introduced by appropriately
detailed, readable chapters on the anat-
omy (both gross and radiologic), em-
bryology. and histology of the four or-
gans. Subsequent chapters include de-
tails about either specific disease
processes (e.g.. cholecystitis) or radio-
logic procedures (e.g., MRI) for each
area. The chapters are amply illustrated
by images of adequate quality.

Using a wide variety of radiographic
modalities, this book does a very good
Job of listing typical radiographic find-
ings for each organ and disease process
discussed. Such sections typically pro-
ceed logically from plain films to more
invasive procedures, such as angiogra-
phy. Most of the text is, appropriately
devoted to the use of ultrasound and
computed tomography: this approach
provides an excellent guide for either the
imager or clinician without being rigidly
algorithmic.

My criticisms of this book are pri-
marily related to the date of publication.
rather than failures on the part of the
authors or editors. While published in
1987, this volume was three years in the
making and few, if any. of the references
are more recent than 1984, In addition,
recent advances in hepatic and pan-
creatic imaging. including MRI and CT
portography. which play an important
role in imaging those organs in 1990,
are mentioned in cursory fashion. Fur-
thermore. many of the ultrasound im-
ages are presénted in the black-on-white
format of an earlier era, which detracts
from their teaching value.

The scope of this text is broad and
includes most of the abnormalities one
might expect to see, even in a very busy
practice. At the same time, this volume
is clinically-oriented and the reader is
not encumbered with a great deal of
esoterica. This book would make an ex-
cellent reference for the practicing or

resident radiologist, but probably shou|

be augmented by more detailed texts ;.
major departmental libraries. It is prob
ably too narrow in focus and two ency

clopedic to be of great utility durin
preparation for oral board examina-
tions.

Thomas Egglin
Massachuserts General Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts

MRI of the Musculoskeletal System,
Second Edition. Thomas H. Berquist,
ed. Raven Press. New York. 1990, 545
pp. $130.00.

This is the second edition of one of the
early (1987) textbooks on MRI of the
musculoskeletal system. It has been
greatly expanded from 220 pages in a
6 x 9-inch format to 545 pages in an 8.5
X 1l-inch format. The editor is author
or coauthor of 10 of the 15 chapters,
and there are seven other contributors,
mostly from the Mayo Clinic.

The book begins with three introduc-
tory chapters on the basic physical prin-
ciples of MRI, the physical basis for the
interpretation of MR images. and gen-
eral technical considerations in muscu-
loskeletal MRI. A useful glossary of MRI
terminology follows the first chapter.
The next eight chapters concentrate on
anatomic regions and cover the entire
musculoskeletal system. Each of these
chapters begins with a practical ap-
proach to patient positioning. coil selec-
tion, pulse sequences, and imaging
planes. The imaging time for each rec-
ommended pulse sequence is indicated
so that one can estimate examination
times. A detailed description of the nor-
mal regional anatomy follows, complete
with many line drawings and an atlas of
normal MRI anatomy of the region in
the standard imaging planes. Each MR
image 15 clearly labeled and accom-
panied by a line drawing indicating the
location of the slice. Following this are
discussions of specific clinical applica-
tions. Most of the chapters also include
a section alerting the reader to technical
and interpretive pitfalls. For example,
the chapter “Pelvis, Hips, and Thighs”
opens with sections on technique, anat-
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